Words of Wisdom, Words of Life

One of the basic tenets of the Christian faith is that the Bible is the Word of God.  It contains the mind of God, the wisdom of God and reveals to us the salvation of God.  We are wise to read it, believe it, and to practice its teachings.

Ps. 119:105 – ‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.’
Former University of Nebraska football coach Tom Osborne is well known to fans of the sport of college football.  He retired from the game after winning 3 national championships as well as notching a number of conference crowns.  What is not so well known is that Tom is also a man of faith who regularly tried to implement biblical principles into his coaching philosophy.  Osborne won his first National Championship playing against the University of Miami in the ’95 Orange Bowl.  He later recalled that the biblical principle of not returning evil for evil [Rom. 12:17] played an important role in the victory as he recorded in his book, ‘Faith in the Game’.

Tom wrote – ‘Feelings ran high, and the Miami players were very vocal because they led at halftime 10-7.  We emphasized discipline and self-control during the intermission.  I told our players that if they would not retaliate or talk back, Miami would get flagged at a key point and the penalty would contribute to our winning the game.  I was proud of our players’ composure throughout the game and particularly in the second half.  Miami was hurt badly by a personal foul penalty at a critical time.  Often when one player punches another, the player hit retaliates, and there are offsetting penalties.  Our players did not retaliate, however, and we went on to win the game and the national championship.’  
Osborne found that the wisdom of the Scriptures had much to say in reference to how one approached life in the arena of athletic competition.  The Bible is an amazing book.  It contains words of life, words of wisdom, words of guidance, words of strength, words of hope, words which received by faith lead to a personal relationship with the living God.

Sing them over again to me

Wonderful words of Life

Let me more of their beauty see

Wonderful words of Life

Words of life and beauty

Teach me faith and duty 

Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of Life.

