Those Dangerous Bible Studies
One of the most basic expressions of the Christian faith is the practice of individuals gathering to study the Bible or hear the teachings of the Bible proclaimed.  To the Christian, the Bible is a light and a guide giving ethical and moral direction to their lives. [Ps. 119:105].  
Given this fact, many were shocked to hear of a bizarre situation where a pastor in the United States was told that he would need a government permit to conduct a Bible study from his home in San Diego.  A county enforcement officer visited the home of David and Mary Jones on April 10th of this year after a complaint had been called in over the Bible Study group’s regular meetings.  The officer asked Mrs. Jones if they had meetings in their home and if they prayed and said, ‘praise the Lord’ at such meetings.  The officer then warned the Jones’ to cease and desist the religious gathering or face civil penalties.  They were later issued a citation and informed that they would need to apply for a permit to conduct their Bible Study legally.  Word of this story began to circulate through different media outlets such as WorldNetDaily and Fox News Channel.  It didn’t take long before county officials were bombarded with so many complaints that they ultimately changed course and informed the Jones’ that a permit would not be required for their Bible study gathering.  The group had been meeting regularly for 5 years and averaged around 10 – 15 attendees.  
I think this story touched a nerve with many Christians in our country for several reasons.  For one, we do not take lightly the constitutional freedoms secured by our founding fathers reflected in the constitution.  The First Amendment reads, ‘Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.’  Chuck Norris in his commentary asked the question: ‘Are you prepared for a future in which you hear, “Got your permit to study the Bible?”

Secondly, we see an increasing trend and a growing acceptance of hostility towards all things Christian in society.  We see this as groups like the ACLU work vigorously to make sure no one sees the Ten Commandments posted in a court of law or that thanks be rendered to God by a student at their own graduation ceremony.   We see this increasingly as the homosexual agenda picks up steam and seeks to overturn not only the clear teaching of the Bible but the common understanding of human society throughout earthly history by ascribing a new definition to the institution of marriage.  Homosexuality has been around for a long time [see Genesis 19 for the example of Sodom] but no society on record has ever been foolish enough to try and call the relationship marriage until our current enlightened age.  
Suppose the government did begin requiring a permit to conduct a Bible study.  What would be the next step?  Would the government play a role in helping churches and Bible teachers come to a politically correct understanding of the Bible so that certain segments of society need not feel uncomfortable or judged by its teaching?  Perhaps the government could petition God and demand heaven for all under the banner of equal rights.  I recall the words of Ronald Reagan who once said, ‘The most terrifying words in the English language are, “I’m from the government and I’m here to help.”’  We’ve seen what government can do with home mortgage management.  Would anyone care to entrust their souls to a secular governing body?  There is a reason our fathers came up with the First Amendment and we would do well to respect the wisdom given them.  The free practice of one’s religion is one of the freedoms upon which this country was founded and for which many gave their lives to secure.  Instead of treating Bible study as something harmful to society let us recognize such gatherings as a blessing to a people and a mark of God’s favor.
The social commentator Dennis Prager, in a public debate with an atheist poised this thorny question: “If you. Professor Glover, were stranded at the midnight hour in a desolate Los Angeles neighborhood and if, as you stepped out of your car with fear and trembling, you were suddenly to hear the weight of pounding footsteps behind you, and you saw 10 burly young men who had just stepped out of a dwelling coming toward you, would it or would it not make a difference to you to know that they were coming from a Bible Study?

