The Pearl of Great Price

I recently read the autobiography of baseball player Hank Aaron.  In my childhood, Aaron was a ‘larger than life’ figure as he was the new home run king in baseball.  Hammerin’ Hank, in the days before steroids, broke the legendary Babe Ruth’s record for career Home Runs, establishing a new mark of 755.  Every kid wanted his baseball card.  A poster of his record breaking blast graced the walls of my brother’s bedroom.
I found it of interest that Aaron noted that he was able to retrieve most of his record breaking home run balls to either put in his personal collection or to give over to baseball’s Hall of Fame.  However, he mentioned that his last home run ball, # 755, he was never able to secure.  

As the story goes, Aaron’s last homer was hit on July 20, 1976 in Milwaukee.  The ball was picked up by a kid on the ground crew named Dick Arndt.  Dick wasn’t about to give the ball to Aaron.  He knew what he had in his hands.  The Brewers even fired him from his job for refusing to hand it over to the slugger.  He didn’t care.  Aaron said that every few years he called Dick and offered to buy the ball – at one time offering $10,000.  Dick refused to part with the ball.  Smart boy.  The ball last sold on auction for $650,000 in 1999.

Dick’s tenacity in hanging onto the home run ball reminded me of one of the parables Jesus spoke about the kingdom of heaven and recognizing its true worth:
Matt. 13:45 – ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.’

How much is the kingdom of heaven worth?  It is the pearl of great price – it is of infinite value.  You and I are exhorted to do whatever it takes to get that pearl.
Amazingly that pearl is offered to us all expenses paid.  Jesus paid the price when He died on the cross for our sins and He now offers the great riches of the kingdom to those who will trust in Him.  

The challenge to man in today’s society is to recognize the infinite worth of Jesus and the kingdom He offers.  To be sure, the world entices and invites us to forsake the pearl and accept instead cheap and skimpy substitutes.  As C.S. Lewis once said, ‘We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.’

If we recognize what is at stake, we will grab hold of Jesus by faith, knowing that in Him we find that which is of true worth.  In Jesus we find full pardon for our sins and a wealth of spiritual blessing.  Through His great sacrifice on Calvary He purchased our redemption and reconciled us to God the Father.  Through His resurrection He has gained eternal life for all who respond to His call.  The opportunity to secure one’s place in this kingdom extends to this life only.  However, the kingdom itself is without end.

