The Limits of Science
Carl Sagan [1934-1996] was without question one of the most well known American scientists of the 20th century.  An astronomer, astrochemist and highly successful popularizer of modern science, his book, ‘The Demon Haunted World; Science as a Candle in the Dark’ was a NY Times bestseller.  In this work he endeavored to laud the merits of science while dismissing the rationality of religious faith.  In his book Sagan recalled a scene from his childhood where he was introduced to the marvels of the scientific world.  As a young boy he attended the New York World’s Fair in the year 1939.  The theme of the fair was, ‘The World of Tomorrow’.  The theme and the exhibits enthralled him because they promised there would be a world of tomorrow and it would be better than the world of today.  He wrote, ‘The sleek and clean ‘tomorrow’ portrayed by the Fair was appealing and hopeful.  And something called science was plainly the means by which that future would be realized.’  
Sagan was a brilliant man by most standards and his conclusions about the merits of scientific study on the surface seem quite logical to many.  Who can deny that science has made significant contributions to the betterment of our world?  We all appreciate our automobiles, computers, and television screens.  We are grateful for the polio vaccine and heart surgery; we marvel at the Sears Tower and gladly take trips on airplanes.  All of these accomplishments came about in part due to scientific research and development.  However, what Sagan and many others fail to realize is that the intellectual achievements of man, while accomplishing much good, do have severe limitations that must be soberly weighed into any honest assessment.
Because of the fallen nature of humanity technological development always comes to us in the form of a two edged sword.  Each technological advance opens the door to both greater good or greater evil.  We see this with inventions like the computer.  The diversity of uses and images that can be displayed is truly amazing.  While computers are useful for sending e-mails and catching up on the news on the internet, they are also used to disseminate pornographic images, facilitate the communications of terrorists bent on destruction, and a whole host of other evil uses.  Alas, this rose has a thorn!  In the field of medicine, technological development has without question increased the average life span of man in the modern era with the development of new medicines and surgical procedures.  However, similar technology has been put to use to develop chemical weapons, and to carry out immoral medical practices such as abortion, and has opened up a dark field of ethical issues in relation to human cloning.  One might also point to a world black market that thrives on the sale of human organs often obtained through dubious means.  

Perhaps one of the greatest examples of technological perversion was the acts carried out on 9/11.  Islamic extremists borrowed technology from the West and turned it on its head when they piloted jet airplanes into two of the world’s tallest buildings.  The reality is that through our increase of knowledge man today has the capability of destroying entire cities with the use of nuclear weapons.  Peaceful citizens around the world live in the shadow of fear over when the next terrorist attack may occur or when an unstable world dictator will develop the potential to use nuclear weapons.  From a strictly scientific standpoint, the world of tomorrow gives one great reason to fear.  Interestingly, Sagan himself duly noted the nuclear threat to civilization and suggested that we work harder at developing self sustaining outposts in space such as on the moon, so that the entire human population could not be destroyed by a world wide nuclear holocaust on earth.  One cannot help but think that the child Sagan, while being impressed with the prospective ‘world of tomorrow’ offered to him in 1939 had to have been at least as affected by the destructive powers and displays of evil that overwhelmed the planet during World War II.  Technological development combined with the depravity of man took away the world of tomorrow from some 100 million people.
So, before we blindly praise the merits of science and human ability, we should pause and consider the intrinsic limitations of human achievement.  We still hear similar refrains of unguarded confidence when our President says things like, ‘We need to listen to the scientists,’ in reference to embryonic stem cell debates.  What is conveniently overlooked is that science may tell us what we can do with embryonic stem cells, but it is useless in telling us whether or not such doings are moral or right.  In addition, science can tell us that an unborn baby may have Downs Syndrome and that many would choose to end the particular pregnancy but it can’t tell us whether such a decision will look very wise when one stands before God in judgment.  As man increases his store of knowledge and understanding of the physical properties of the universe he cannot escape the fact that knowledge alone cannot make a bad man good or solve all the ills of society.  Man today still needs a Savior and no amount of technological advance will ever change that fact.  The true better world of tomorrow is not one in which we keep developing more gizmos and gadgets to amuse ourselves with but one in which death and evil have been vanquished.  The way to that world is not through science but through Jesus Christ.
