Sin No Longer Reigns
             Romans 6:12-14

Introduction
Walt Shepard had an encounter with the supernatural.  Walt had become depressed over a broken relationship and was ready to end his life.  In the dark predawn hours one Sunday morning he accelerated his car to 120 mph on I-10 north of New Orleans.  Ahead on the side of the road he saw what appeared to be an abandoned car.  Here was his chance, he decided.

He plowed into the back of the parked car.  There was an explosion and both vehicles burst into flames.  The manager of a nearby hotel heard the crash and called 911.  Walt had been thrown thru his windshield and was lying on the mangled engine, trapped by the crumpled hood.  Fire surrounded him – he lost consciousness.

The highway patrol arrived but the fire was so intense it kept officers from getting within 50 feet of the wreck.  With amazement, however, they and the hotel manager suddenly saw two figures approach the car without hesitation. They pulled Walt from the flames, then helped a rescue team load him in an ambulance.  The ambulance sped away.

The officers wanted to interview the two unknown helpers to find out more about the accident and to write up a report.  Though no other cars had been parked nearby the two had mysteriously disappeared.

Walt began months of painful recovery.  He struggled with bitterness and anger.  But he began to reflect upon his upbringing as the son of Presbyterian missionaries.  One day he decided to pray.  He was in a body cast and couldn’t kneel but he rolled over in his bed and faced the wall. He said to the Lord, ‘I can’t take it.  I need your forgiveness . . . come into my life and clean me up.’  The next morning he woke up after the best night’s rest he could remember in 5 years.

His father, meanwhile had talked with those who witnessed his son’s rescue. They agreed that two unidentified figures had boldly approached the car as though there were no fire at all.  The rescue continued to baffle police.  A short time after Walt had prayed his prayer, he was talking with his dad about the unusual circumstances of the accident.  His father proposed a supernatural explanation.

‘Son – I think you were saved by two angels’ – so you’d have the opportunity to get your life right with God.’  [What the Bible Says About Angels, pp. 27-28]

Walt found it hard to disagree with his father’s assessment.

Getting one’s life right with God is what the Bible is all about – in particular the book of Romans

As Christians – we believe along with the apostle Paul that the only way for an individual to get their life right with God is for them to put their trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

When that takes place – radical changes begin taking place

The Christian is no longer to live in sin because He has died to it
He is to live for Christ and in righteousness because He has been raised up with Christ in His resurrection

Or as Paul once put it to the Galatians: ‘I have been crucified with Christ – and it is no longer I who live but Christ lives in me.’

When such life altering realities take place – there are implications upon how we as Christians are to live our lives

I. A Call to Battle – vv. 12-13
In this section of Romans Paul is telling us what our response should be to the grace of God

We might remember that he began the section with a question

‘Shall we continue in sin that grace might increase?’  [Romans 6:1]

Does the Gospel lead to loose living or careless living because we are saved by grace?

The answer of Scripture is emphatically – ‘no’

That would be a misunderstanding of the whole purpose of God redeeming sinners

I’ve been doing a little bit of personal study on the topic of angels lately – and one of the differences between men and angels is that there is no redemption for angels

Angels will never experience grace the way you and I do in our relationship with God

Good angels that serve the Lord today – they are in the condition in which God created them to function in – they have experienced no Fall into sin

Angels that did sin – beginning with Satan Himself – there is no redemption

Christ did not die for angels

They will go to hell for their rebellion

Jesus said that God created hell for the devil and his angels

Good angels have always been good angels

David Jeremiah: ‘It makes us wonder which would be better.  To be sinless and never need salvation, or to be a sinner who’s found the joy of being saved and forgiven?’  [What the bible Says about Angels, p. 112]

Ultimately – it doesn’t matter because we don’t have that option.  We are part of Adam’s race born after the Fall.  We are sinners in need of grace

Good angels rejoice in God’s plan – they announced God’s plan – they were heavily involved in the Christmas story – they showed up in the wilderness when Jesus was tempted by the devil – they arrived on the scene in the Garden of Gethsemane – they held back during the crucifixion – but they were the first on the scene to announce the resurrection – and to roll away the stone

Peter makes a fascinating reference to how angels view God’s salvation

I Peter 1:10-12

The angels are curious – wanting to know more – they want to peer inside and take in more of the sight of God’s grace and program of redemption

They have never experienced grace or divine love [at least not in the manner in which we have] – they don’t know the joy of hearing God declare one’s sins forgiven – because they have never sinned

You and I do know the joy of having one’s sins forgiven – that brings us back to Paul’s word in Romans

If hearing God tell us that we are forgiven is such a great joy – shouldn’t we add to the joy by doing more sin?

Paul says that such an idea is ridiculous – Romans 6:2

That is because of our position in Christ – we have died with Christ

However - we still wrestle with the flesh in this world – we still battle sin – that is why Romans 6 is so important to a proper understanding of the Christian faith

What are we called to do as redeemed sinners saved by grace?

We are to not let sin reign in our bodies

Everything has changed because of Christ

We were in a state of bondage – but God rescued and redeemed us – and made us His children

Sin used to reign over us

Now – as Christians – sin can only reign if we allow it to

Paul says, ‘don’t let it reign!’ – this is a call to arms against sin

The puritans used to refer to the mortification of sin – putting sin to death

John Owen: ‘Be killing sin or it will be killing you!’

There was a young mother in Oklahoma this week – home alone with her 3 month old baby- her husband died of cancer on Christmas day

2 men showed up at her house – were trying to break into her home – she saw them – trying the doors / etc.

She called 911 and asked if she could shoot them

The operator said – ‘only if they come inside’
They did – she did - she shot and killed one of the men – the other one fled – later turned himself into the police

That’s why we believe in the right to keep and bear arms

We should view sin as a hostile intruder in our lives

This doesn’t belong here

‘Jesus – can I shoot?’ - - - ‘Yes – and take good aim!’

‘Be killing sin or it will be killing you’

Well – how do we do that?

How do we mortify sin?  [put sin to death / not allow it to reign]

For one – we need to be proactive against sin

We need to learn and grow from our previous experiences with sin

We ought to be able to look at our lives and say, ‘Now – why did I sin here? - - - or ‘what could I have done differently to prevent this sin?’

‘What lies did I buy into?’
‘How did the enemy entice me?’
‘Was I with the wrong crowd?’
‘Was I negligent in some way?’

John Owen: ‘Consider what ways, what companies, what opportunities, what studies, what businesses, what conditions, have at any time given, or do usually give, advantages to thy [flesh], and set thyself heedfully against them all.’  [The Mortification of Sin, p. 129]

i.e. – He says we should consider – ‘Are there ways in which you give sin an advantage in your life?’

Consider a man who says, ‘Every time I walk by the liquor store and I see that Jack Daniel’s display in the window – I go crazy!’

Well – do you have to walk by the liquor store?

Things like movies / magazines / internet / cable channels – we don’t have to get rid of all this stuff but if it causes us to sin – we should – or take steps to remove their negative influence

That’s the meaning of Jesus – He said, ‘if your right hand causes you to stumble – cut it off / etc.’

Don’t let sin reign!

A few years ago – Christine and I visited the book depository in Dallas – which has been turned into a museum – the whole building takes you back to the day in 1963 when JFK was shot in Dallas

As you look at the video from that day – it almost seems absurd how unprotected the President was – how few precautions were taken

An open convertible with the top down – driving slowly along a parade route announced the day before in the papers – no secret service men next to the President

Oswald could have been prevented so easily by today’s measures – bullet proof glass – tinted windows

What has happened?
We don’t give away those kinds of advantages to the enemy anymore – we have learned from previous experience

Sometimes Christians sin because they go out vulnerable and exposed – they are like sitting ducks for sin to pounce on them

You give the flesh an advantage when:

• You avoid time in God’s Word [your bible is dusty!]
Charles Spurgeon once said: ‘There’s enough dust on some people’s bibles to be able to write the word ‘damnation’ with your finger!
Sin will keep you from the bible / the bible will keep you from sin [Ps. 119:11]
• You get so wrapped up in your own goals and plans – that you fail to ask, ‘What does God want me to do with my life’?
• You don’t seek regular Christian fellowship [you are like the once burning coal – set apart from the fire – quickly goes out]
• You don’t pray much
• You spend much time feeding on garbage from tv or internet – and little time on spiritual intake [you’re out of shape spiritually on a diet of twinkies and ho-ho’s]
• You turn good things into ultimate things [job / career / hobbies / relationships – boyfriend / girlfriend] – any number of good things can become idols that displace God and His rightful place in our lives

All of these things - give the flesh an advantage in our battle against sin

These things lead to vulnerability – sitting duck!

We should know better and take the necessary precautions – if we want to live to the glory of God

In the end - Sanctification is not so much a result of our strivings and efforts as it is an outworking of the indwelling Spirit of God within us

Phil. 2:13 – ‘For it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.’

I thought – I had to do these things?

You do – but if you do – it too is evidence of grace
He who began a good work in you is completing it

II. Under Grace – v. 14
Sin has lost its power because the Christian does not live under law – but under grace

The whole point is that for the Christian – He does not have to serve sin any longer

If you and I sin – as Christians – it is not because sin still reigns – it is because we have chosen to follow the dictates of the flesh

Satan is a defeated foe

If we think back to the Civil War
The north won the war – all slaves in the south were legally freed

Some slaves kept right on working for a time under their old master – b/c they didn’t know anything different

Someone would have to come up to them – ‘Don’t you understand – you’re free! You are no longer under this master!’

You don’t have to serve sin

I Cor. 10:13 – ‘There is no temptation that has overtaken you but such as is common to man and God is faithful who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able to bear but will with the temptation provide the way of escape also that you may be able to endure it.’

God is faithful
No super temptations
There is a way of escape – in the face of any sin

To be under grace is to be in the position where we have come to recognize that we cannot do anything to save ourselves – we cast ourselves on the mercy of God – believe that He sent His Son to be our Savior – that Jesus died on the cross / rose again from the dead – achieving victory over sin and death

That’s the realm of grace

We are not saved by what we do – but by what He has done

Under grace – we find forgiveness for our sins – and a newfound freedom and strength that enables us to follow Christ – and to throw off the yoke of sin’s slavery

William Tyndale [who was the first to translate the Bible into English]: ‘Now . . . remember that Christ made not this atonement, that thou shouldest anger God again; neither died He for thy sins, that thou shouldest live still in them; neither cleansed He thee, that thou shouldest return (as a swine) unto thine old puddle again; but that thou shouldest be a new creature and live a new life after the will of God and not of the flesh.’

Conclusion
We are called to fight a battle against sin – sometimes you and I may get discouraged in the battle – but there will also be days when we will see that – ‘Yes – Jesus Christ is in me – and I am making progress in sanctification’

Timothy Keller: ‘Have you ever traveled to a mountainous part of the world when it was cloudy and rainy?  You look out your windows and you can see almost nothing but the ground.  Then the rain stops and the clouds part and you catch your breath because there, towering right over you, is this magnificent peak.  But a couple of hours later the clouds roll in and it has vanished, and you don’t see it again for a good while. That is what it is like to get to know a Christian.  You have an old self and a new self [Eph. 4:24].

The old self is crippled with anxieties, the need to prove yourself, bad habits . . . and many besetting sins and entrenched character flaws.  The new self is still you, but you liberated from all your sins and flaws.  The new self is always a work in progress, and sometimes the clouds of the old self make it almost completely invisible.  But sometimes, the clouds really part, and you see the wisdom, courage, and love of which you are capable. It is a glimpse of where you are going.’  [The Meaning of Marriage, p. 121]

Hallelujah – as we fight the battle against sin in this life – we are assured thru the promises of God that there is coming a day when we will no longer have any fight against sin – but will be similar to the holy angels – unable to sin throughout eternity

