Freedom from the Law
Romans 7:1-6
Introduction
One of the clearest demonstrations of the heart of man is found in the fact that the law actually serves to arouse or provoke sin – as Paul will bring up in our passage this morning

i.e. – When told not to do something – there is something within us that immediately wants to do it

James Boice said that when he was a student in 6th grade – the principal came around to the different classes and said that some students had brought some firecrackers to school.  He wanted everyone to know - no one was allowed to bring any fireworks onto school property.  If you did – you would be immediately expelled.

Boice and another buddy went to another friend’s over the lunch hour – they knew this kid had firecrackers – they brought one back to school with them. They planned to light it – and have one kid pinch the fuse out before it exploded – but instead it burned his finger and he dropped it

The principal was in that classroom faster than a fly can find horse manure!

The great theologian – Augustine – wrote about this aspect of the human heart in his ‘Confessions’

We want to do what we are told not to do – or what we know is wrong

He wrote about a childhood prank – he and some friends stole pears from a neighbor’s grove of pear trees

He later analyzed the event – ‘Why did I steal those pears?’

It wasn’t because they were the tastiest pears – we had possession of better
It wasn’t because he and the boys were hungry or in poverty – they flung most of the pears to some pigs

He recognized – it wasn’t about the pears at all – it was about loving what was wrong

“there was no temptation to wrong but the wrong itself”  [that was the appeal of it – doing something wrong]

I remember one year – I was in the 7th grade – and had some buddies over for my birthday party – we were going to sleep outside.  [not a good idea]

We ended up going down to the Kwik shop around 11:30 – played a few games of Pac-Man – and bought some eggs.  We chucked a few at some cars driving by – and ran home – most of us made it back – but one kid John – came back later with officer Parker – who wanted to speak to my parents

We ended up sleeping inside

Why did we think that was a good thing to do?  [it says something about the heart]

Paul says that in the flesh – sinful passions are aroused by the law – or the concept of right and wrong

Paul has been teaching us about the gospel of God
We are under the wrath of God [whether we recognize it or not]
Another line from Augustine’s confessions: ‘Thy wrath had gathered over me and I knew it not]

The remedy: salvation thru faith in Jesus Christ
We are not justified by works of the law – thru faith we are no longer under law but under grace

This raises a couple of questions that Paul now needs to answer in Chapter 7

One is: How is that we can be removed from under the law – and what value is that?  [Won’t that make us more sinful / lawless?]

Two: If the law cannot save and even provokes sin in the sinner – what good is it?

I. A Marriage Analogy - vv. 1-4
As we move into chapter 7 – we find Paul wrestling with some fairly weighty issues that would be troublesome to some of his first century hearers

Paul made the statement in 6:14 – ‘For you are not under law but under grace’

Rom. 3:28 – ‘a man is justified by faith apart from works of the law.’

In Chapter 7 – he returns to this topic of the law – this was a big deal – particularly to Jews

Some of the Jews accused Paul of treating God’s law with contempt – devaluing the law – they said that his message would lead to immorality and antinomianism

To the Jew – their thinking was – ‘Wait a minute – we can’t live without God’s law – that’s anarchy – If we aren’t going to be saved by keeping the law – that leads to no restraints – leads to sin – we must have law!

It’s like the story of the salesman who visited a home – a ten year old boy answered the door – puffing on a cigar.  The salesman asks: ‘Is your mommy home?’

The boy replies: ‘What do you think?’

No mother here – ‘I’m doing as I please’

The Jew thought that way about the law

‘You can’t take away the law – that will lead to all kinds of sin and wickedness’

Now Paul comes along and says that we are not saved by keeping the law but thru faith in Jesus Christ

He talks about being released from the law – about being under grace and not under the law

Paul needs to explain himself

What the Jews needed to understand was that in the gospel God honors the full force of the law in every way possible

Jesus came into the world born under the law – Gal. 4:4

He lived a perfect and holy life according to the law

He obeyed and satisfied every single one of the law’s demands

Christ’s death on the cross was a legal transaction fulfilling the laws demands upon the sinner – as our substitute He fulfilled the law for us

Jesus bore the curse of the law so that we could be redeemed from the law

He said that He came not to abolish the law but to fulfill it – Matt. 5:17

*** Not only that – [this is crucial] but when the sinner is brought out from underneath the law – he is released to now live in the newness of the Spirit – which leads to a higher moral practice than the law ever produced [we’ll develop that idea later]

i.e. – the law never led to righteousness [true righteousness] – at times it created rule keepers who skirted around the true intent of the law

They kept the letter of the law but neglected more weighty matters – strained out a gnat and swallowed a camel

We saw this in the trial of Jesus – their adherence to the law was on full display

They didn’t want to go into Pilate’s praetorium lest they be defiled – yet they are trying to execute the sinless Son of God

They didn’t want the bodies of the condemned men on the crosses on the Sabbath day

The law created religious people but not righteous people

It is the gospel that produces true righteousness – v. 4

Paul says in the gospel - we are released from the law - - - How? And in what sense?

The Christian’s release from the law goes back to the centrality of the cross and the death which Jesus died for us

We died to the law

How did that happen? [being united to Christ in His death – ‘I have been crucified with Christ]

Legal arrangements involving a living person become void at death

If a baseball player signs a contract to play baseball for the Kansas City Royals for one year – but then he gets hit by a bus while crossing the street – contracts are off

The Royals can’t take him to court and make him play / etc.

‘Here’s this guy – he’s supposed to be our first baseman – but he won’t move – make him fulfill his contract!’

The contract is no good – it has no claim on him anymore

The example Paul uses: if a married woman goes out and marries another man – that’s adultery – but if her husband dies – then for her to marry another is not considered adultery

Death changes things – took her out from the legal obligations to her first husband
Death has brought an end to her first relationship

In Christ – you and I have been made to die to the law – so that we can be set free from its condemnation

This raises the whole question of how we should view the law – how Paul viewed the law

If we had to be set free from it – and are now set free from it

What does it have to do with us – if anything?

For one – Paul never spoke negatively about the law – we will see that here in Chapter 7

7:12

The law is holy and righteous – the problem was not the law but our sin – that we couldn’t keep it

Paul said that in the gospel – we do not nullify the law – we actually establish it – Rom. 3:31

*** The Gospel both upholds the law / fulfills it / establishes it – while at the same time releasing us from it / taking us out from underneath its authority – releasing us to a morally fruitful life joined to Christ

We will see later on in Ch. 13 – Paul will hold the moral precepts of the ten commandments up as a model of Christian behavior

Rom. 13:8-10

The moral law still remains a revelation of God’s will for the Christian today which He expects His people to follow

What has changed?

One – the Christian no longer stands condemned by the Law
Two – the Christian does not look to law keeping to save him – he looks to Jesus
Three – the moral standards of the Christian no longer exist as mere external commands written on tablets of stone – but rather exist inwardly thru the newness of the Spirit

II. Newness of the Spirit - vv. 4-6
Paul says that we have died to the law – so that we could be joined to Christ

The law has been fulfilled on our behalf by Christ

He bore the curse of the law

What the law failed to bring forth from us – Christ wants to see come from our relationship with Him

i.e. – God’s wasn’t just whistling Dixie when He gave the Ten Commandments – they reflect his own holy character – and we are called to holiness

The question is: ‘how do we get there?’

Not by law – but by gospel

It is the gospel that transforms our lives so that we can produce the fruits of righteousness and holiness

We have died to the law - So that we might bear fruit for God – v. 4
And serve in newness of the Spirit – v. 6

Paul throws in an ‘aside’ – in that the law often not only failed to curb ungodly behavior but seemed to provoke it at times

There is the thrill of being naughty

There was a kid in our neighborhood – took me to his brother’s room – where he had all these road signs up on his wall – real signs – stop signs / railroad crossing – he even had a flashing light that would sit on top of detour signs – all stolen government property – trophies of his law breaking!

This kid thought it was pretty neat – but then he got real serious – you can’t ever tell anyone – if you do – my brother will come find you and he’ll make your life miserable

I thought – ‘yep / crazy neighbors’

There’s something attractive to the sinner about the forbidden – the naughty [stolen signs!]

In the 60s – we saw the sexual revolution – many cultural and religious taboos were tossed aside

That has run its course – sex outside of marriage / adultery are not shocking enough to the culture at large – so we have moved on to redefining marriage – exploring the whole gay thing – one of the few cultural boundaries left in which to transgress and display the rebellious heart

Katy Perry [pop musician] is a recent example of heralding the excitement of being bad – raised in the church – father still a pastor – she wrote a song called – ‘I kissed a girl’ – ‘and I liked it’ - basically encourages her audience to try it and see [be rebellious! – make your own rules to life!]

People are always wanting to push the boundaries back as far as they can

This is exciting– we are being bad – we are rebelling

Nothing new under the sun

How far can the culture descend?
I don’t know but one of our responsibilities as Christians is to be lights in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation [Phil. 2:15]

Christians who have now been released from the law – they haven’t been released so they can go out now and be bad and get away with it

No – we are released from the law so that we can be joined to Christ in the newness of the Spirit

What are some of the differences between life under the law and life in Christ?

Under the law – we try to keep the law to prove our own righteousness
Under Grace – we obey God from a platform of already being accepted by Him thru Jesus Christ

Under the law – we walked in fear of failure / fear of failing to live up to its demands
In the Spirit – we are already accepted thru Christ – we walk in faith seeking to honor God

Gal. 5:13 – ‘for you were called to freedom brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but thru love serve one another.’

The law was something written in stone – or with ink on a piece of papyrus

The way of the Spirit is something that is transcribed onto our heart

The law is outside of the man
The Spirit is inside

Heb. 8:7-13 – the New Covenant

The New Covenant is the basis of our salvation

Jesus made that clear when He instituted the Lord’s Supper
‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood’ – I Cor. 11:25

We have been brought into this covenant that has future implications for Israel yet as well

This covenant was brought into being because the old was unsatisfactory and had achieved its purpose of showing man his sin [the law doesn’t save but shows us our need for a Savior]

The New Covenant moves God’s laws off of tablets of stone and writes them on our hearts!

Thru the Gospel - we have become partakers of the divine nature / a new creation / indwelling Holy Spirit

i.e. – there is an inward compulsion to obey God – out of love for our Savior and gratitude for our salvation

Our motive is altogether different

I John 5:3 – ‘For this is the love of God that we keep His commandments and his commandments are not burdensome.’

Conclusion
A couple weeks ago we heard the tragic story of the Italian cruise ship that struck a rock and capsized off the coast of Tuscany – perhaps 2 dozen dead

The captain – all wondered – ‘Why did he depart from his course?  Why did he go so close to shore?’

The answer – he was doing it as a favor to his head waiter – so he could wave to family members on shore [evidently not a good plan]

That wasn’t his only mistake that day

He then abandoned ship without making sure all his passengers were safely away on life boats

He is in big trouble

However – humanity is a lot like that captain

‘all we like sheep have gone astray’

We have departed from the course – we have broken God’s laws / transgressed the boundaries – oftentimes for very foolish reasons

And – we stand condemned on that account

There is only one remedy – praise God there is one! - we must die to the law and be joined to Christ thru faith in His shed blood on our behalf
