Crucified with Christ

Romans 6:3-11
Introduction 

It was May, 1927 – when Charles Lindbergh set out on a solo, non-stop flight from New York to Paris in his little plane – the Spirit of St. Louis.  Nobody had ever accomplished such a feat before.  In fact – two weeks earlier – a two man team had left from Paris with the goal of reaching New York – nobody had heard from them since – it was believed that they had perished in the attempt.  Most people believed that Lindbergh’s mission was an impossibility – especially alone.
For more than a day – many around the world waited for news to see if Lindbergh had been successful.  27 hours after he left New York his small plane was sighted over Ireland.  He had indeed survived the most perilous leg of the journey – the 15 hour crossing of the Atlantic.  It would be just a few more hours before he could reach France. 

In Paris – excitement was growing.  Once the radio announced that Lindbergh had flown over southern England crowds gathered in the heart of the city.  30,000 people flocked toward the place de l’opera where illuminated advertising signs flashed news bulletins.
Around 9:00 pm – letters four feet tall flashed onto one of the advertising billboards: ‘Lindbergh sighted over Cherbourg and the coast of Normandy’  The gathered crowd burst into cheers and were shaking hands / slapping each other on the back.  Some shouted vive Lindbergh – others vive l’Americain!  
By 10:00 pm – 150,000 people had gathered at the Le Bourget airstrip where Lindbergh was supposed to land. 

A plane burst thru the clouds and landed – but it was the London Express.  Minutes later another plane came thru the clouds – but this one was from Strasbourg.  The crowd became restless – but then finally came a small white hawk of a plane – swooping down and landing on the air strip – it was the American - Charles Lindbergh!

He had flown 3,614 miles non stop from New York to Paris in 33 hours and 30 minutes.  And in that moment – historian - Scott Berg says – ‘everything changed – for both the pilot and the planet.’  
Lindbergh’s famous crossing of the Atlantic [one event!] changed our world  and changed his life 

The planet got a little smaller as people began to envision the possibilities of intercontinental air travel - - - and Lindbergh himself became the biggest celebrity hero on the planet virtually overnight!  Everyone knew who Charles Lindbergh was.
When we come to the book of Romans and to the Bible itself – we read of another hero – whose great accomplishment changed our world in but a short span of time – perhaps as little as 45 hours if one takes the time of Jesus being nailed to the cross as 9 am Friday and the resurrection around 6 am Sunday
When Jesus emerged from the tomb – He spanned the wide chasm between life and death – conquering the impossible grave 

As a result He was given a name above all names – that at the name of Jesus – every knee should bow 

Paul takes us back to this one great act of Jesus in the book of Romans – while discussing God’s great program of salvation 
Romans 5:18 – ‘ . . . thru one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.’

v. 19 – ‘Thru the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.’

At the cross – earth shattering realities were taking place – whether people recognized it or not 
As Jesus emerged from the tomb – His victory – has implications for how you and I should live today 

What does the cross have to do with whether we lie, cheat or steal – or live immorally? - - - it has everything to do with it!

I. Newness of Life – vv. 3, 4 

*** As Christians – we believe that something of a profound and deeply spiritual significance took place on the cross 

Realities were taking place that were greater than the physical sight of a man dying on a cross 

The Son of God was making atonement for sin
Not everyone agrees that Jesus’ death was of such a significant nature 
Gandhi [the Hindu pacifist]: ‘I could accept Jesus as a martyr, and embodiment of sacrifice, and a divine teacher.  His death on the cross was a great example to the world, but that there was anything like a mysterious or miraculous virtue in it, my heart could not accept.’  [The Reason for God, p. 193]
i.e. – He doesn’t see any saving significance to the death of Christ 

Paul here unequivocally spells out that there was something like a mysterious and miraculous virtue in His death 
Suppose someone at the Paris airport that night in 1927 in which Lindbergh landed – was there to pick up his grandma coming down from London - there were other planes that landed that night – if someone did not know what was taking place – they could just as easily have said – ‘What’s all the fuss?  It’s just an airplane – that’s all’

One had to have been given information about Lindbergh and what he was doing to understand the significance of his landing in Paris [it had to be revealed to them]
‘You don’t understand – he just flew from New York City – straight thru!’

With Jesus – other people had died on crosses before – of course none of them ever came back to life on the 3rd day!  - - - that marked the death of Jesus out to be unique – never in the history of the world has anyone ever predicted their own death and subsequent resurrection – except Jesus 
Paul tells us: in the death of Jesus – we died – or our old self – the Adamic self – so that we can be set free to newness of life
This passage has great significance in helping the believer know how to deal with sin and how we are to live righteous lives now 

We need to pay close attention to it 

Charles Swindoll: ‘Most of us were taught I John 1:9 – before we learned Romans 6 . . . ‘If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive . . .’  So when you sin – claim it, claim God’s forgiveness.’
‘That’s a marvelous verse.  I call it our bar of soap in the Christian life.  It keeps us clean.  It certainly is the answer to the problem of sin once it has happened.’  [David, p. 212]

However – he points out – we can’t miss the fact that sin – even while forgiven – can often bring devastating consequences to bear in this life [as in the case of David]

Swindoll suggests that a better place to focus for the Christian is Romans 6 – in reference to living the Christian life 
Don’t plan to sin – plan to live righteously in Christ 
He uses the analogy – if you are teaching your teenager how to drive.  You teach him / her good safety tips / use your turn signal / drive the speed limit / stop at stop signs / etc. 

What if – instead you simply gave them the keys and said – ‘now here in the glove box are the insurance papers – and the phone number of the agent – I know you’ll have a wreck – so make sure you call the police when the accident occurs / and call me / etc. 
We don’t do it that way 
We don’t plan for a wreck – we make provision for it – but our goal is to avoid the wrecks and drive safely from point A to B
In the Christian life – how should we go about living our lives in this world?  

Answer: Romans 6 

Remember – this section began with a possible objection or distortion of Paul’s truth 

‘If we are saved by grace – why not continue in sin?’ – vv. 1, 2

Answer: ‘You have died to sin’ – thru your union to Christ 

To suggest that we continue in sin fails to account for what has transpired at the cross 

Paul begins to support his argument by referring to something which theologians call our position in Christ 

Our position is that we have been crucified with Christ – our old self 
This is key to walking in newness of life
Paul essentially is going to call us to remember who we are in Christ
We have been united to Christ thru conversion – thru faith – that has implications for how we live out our lives 

One analogy Paul will use in Romans 7 – is that of marriage – may be helpful here
A man or a woman who is married – has changed their status [position] once they became married 

They are not to go out and live like a single person – going to parties and trying to meet other men or women / etc.  

A knucklehead marine this week asked the 1st lady to accompany him to a Marine ball – she gave the best answer in response – ‘I’ll have to ask my husband!’

A married person – their position is altogether different from a certain day forward – that day being their wedding day 
Can a married person go back and live as a single woman / single man again while married? 

They can – [we call them cheaters!] and they have to ignore that ring on their finger [the symbol of the covenant] 

If you see someone not acting like the married person they are – you might say, ‘Remember who you are!’ - - - ‘Look at the ring on your finger!’
Here – Paul refers to the symbol of our covenant relationship with Christ – our baptism 
Now – Paul is not saying that baptism saves us 
We recognize from the rest of Scripture that baptism is a sign or symbol of our relationship with Christ – but it is usually closely associated with conversion and faith
Water baptism did not save – but it points to what does save [namely faith in Jesus] 
Baptism is a symbol of identification with Christ – like the married person wearing a wedding ring is a symbol of their marriage 

We might say to a married couple – remember your wedding ring – because the ring points to the vows made / wedding license signed / and the pastor pronouncing you husband and wife / etc. 
Is marriage found in the ring?  [no – but it’s a symbol of marriage]

What is Paul doing here? 

He is pointing to their conversion and saying: you were buried with Christ 

When a body is buried – it’s done with life in this world – something profound has changed – status and position changed
When a slave serves an earthly master – no matter how much power and authority a master may have over that slave – when that slave dies – the master’s authority vanishes 

At death – the slave is freed 

In the same way – you and I have been made to die to our old master 

Being united to Christ in His death – we find release from our bondage to sin – our old master – now we can walk in newness of life 
Gal. 6:14 – ‘But may it never be that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ thru which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.’
II. Crucified with Christ – vv. 5-11
We encounter here one of the purposes of the cross 
The purpose of redemption is that the old be destroyed 
Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil 
I John 3:8 – ‘The Son of God appeared for this purpose that He might destroy the works of the devil.’
Titus 2:11-14 

God is about the business of purifying a people for His own possession – a people who are denying ungodliness and worldly desires and living godly in the present age – zealous for good deeds 

How is He doing it?   How is He destroying the works of the devil? 
Thru the power of the cross – when the sinner believes the message of our salvation - the old self is crucified – we are released from slavery to sin 
Since the old self is crucified – we are not obligated to live by the flesh 

In biblical language – we have the old self – who is crucified 

We also have the flesh [the body] – which still exerts influence over us thru our physical bodies [Rom. 7:18]  - that is where spiritual struggle takes place 
Since we have been freed from sin – we are not obligated to the flesh 
The Christian has no reason for his sin 

I Cor. 10:13 – no super temptations / etc. - - - ‘There is no temptation . . .’
We can’t blame our sin on the devil / etc. 

Sin is robbed of its power over the believer 

How can we experience victory over sin? 

By knowing and trusting by faith what God has done for us in Christ 

v. 11 – the first time Paul has told the believer to do anything in the book of Romans 

This is what I want you to do!  He is talking to us – do this 
 – reckon or account – a bookkeeping term - i.e. take into account that which is true of you 

If you deposit into your checking account - $1000 – then you can act upon that reality 

You can go out and buy Christmas presents / pay bills up to $1000 – You recognize that it is there 

If you recognize that God says that you have died to sin – you can go out and live in light of that reckoning 

When sin comes knocking on your door – you can say, ‘I don’t have to listen to you – I have died to this stuff!’ – be gone Satan!

As Luther said – let Jesus answer the door for you!

The first step in holiness and sanctification is counting as true that which God says is true 
Count on it – calculate it into the equation of your actions 

Conclusion 
As a young teenager Stuart Briscoe was drafted into the royal marines during the Korean War.  He came under the supervision of a rather domineering and imposing regimental commander who knew how to instill the fear of authority into his troops.  When this man said jump – you said, ‘how high?’  You did not dare miss a call to attention with him.  Briscoe did not realize how dominant this man had become in his life until the day he was released from the service.  

Holding his release forms in one hand – he was at ease and whistling a tune – when he saw his sergeant major standing off from a distance.  Briscoe’s instincts kicked in.  24 hours earlier – he could have been severely reprimanded for slouching and whistling like he was doing right now.  As Briscoe saw the sergeant coming towards his direction – on impulse he sprang into the posture of a marine until he realized he was no longer under his authority.  

He had to reckon upon that truth  

Briscoe was not dead – neither was the sergeant major.  But – as far as the sergeant’s domination of his life was concerned – it was history.  So Briscoe did some reckoning and decided not to yield to this man’s tyranny.  He did not straighten out his posture or stop whistling.  Instead – he went right on in his newfound freedom – and the sergeant couldn’t do a thing about it.’
That is the position of the Christian 

Our bondage to Satan is thru – let us enjoy our newfound freedom and walk in righteousness / newness of life 
The old self cannot tell us what to do – He has died 
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