Who Will You Serve?
Romans 6:15-23

Introduction
Ace Frehley – before he became famous for his role in the theatrical rock band known as KISS – grew up attending Lutheran parochial schools in the Bronx area of NY.

Over time – as the popularity of KISS expanded – Frehley indulged in many of the destructive behaviors often associated with his business: drug abuse / alcohol abuse / immorality / etc.

He found himself trapped in a spiral of self destructive behavior with his life spinning out of control.

On one occasion he experienced something he felt was a perfect picture of his life during the late 70s.  He was visiting the Six Flaggs – Magic Mountain theme park in S. CA – along with a music industry executive and his daughter.  While waiting to ride the roller coaster – the Colossus – it started to sprinkle – and the teenagers in charge of the ride – said everyone would have to wait until the rain stopped to do any more rides. However – the crowd in line yelled at them to keep going

They relented – and let another group of riders on board – which included Frehley and his party – as the coaster got moving the rain picked up.  The coaster didn’t feel right to some on board – and as they cruised to the stopping area – they could hear the brakes trying to engage but not taking hold – around they went for another ride.

By now – passengers are starting to panic – being pelted with rain at high speeds on a run away roller coaster! Plus – the teens running the ride – also looked panicked and confused about what to do.  As the coaster came barreling thru the stopping area again without slowing down – Frehley yelled at the kids – ‘Turn the motor off – you idiots!’

As the coaster was ascending up the launch ramp it stopped – eventually security guards came out and escorted everyone down the narrow cat walk to safety

Frehley – said that the event seemed a parable on his life – spinning wildly out of control at the time

Even though – he was enjoying everything he had dreamed of achieving in life – he felt trapped and like his life was unraveling before him.

A run away roller coaster is a good picture of the nature of sin

The sinner chooses his sin – maybe even demands it – but pretty soon he finds that sin is choosing him – and is more in control than he is

Scripture portrays the sinner as being enslaved to sin – and to depravity – to Satan

John 8:34 – ‘Everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin’

Man is a slave of sin – given over to various forms of sin and depravity as we have seen in the book of Romans

Fallen man is in need of a rescuer to deliver him from this awful state of bondage

That rescuer is Jesus

When God rescues us – He sets us on a radically different course of righteousness and holiness

He doesn’t set us free to just go off and do whatever we please – but we are set free to in turn give glad submission to our righteous and holy Deliverer

I. Emancipation Proclamation - vv. 15-18
If we remember the context of Romans 6 – Paul has been addressing the issue of being under grace and if that could encourage sinful living

The answer is – ‘Of course not’

At least – not if you have been taught properly and have a true understanding of the gospel of grace

Here - Paul lays out just two possibilities for every person in this world

You are either a slave of sin resulting in death – Or – of obedience resulting in righteousness

All people are serving something – the question is who or what are you serving?

To follow Christ – is true freedom according to Jesus
‘If the Son sets you free you shall be free indeed’

Freedom properly defined is – the ability to do what we ought to do

Satan is a master of propaganda and presents sin as being real ‘freedom’

Listen to how people talk about morality

I heard Megan McCain [John McCain’s daughter] on tv – she supports gay marriage and says that she feels this is her generation’s civil rights cause

i.e. – ‘we’re fighting for freedom’

Even President Bush’s daughter – Barbara Bush – has come out in favor of gay marriage

The language – this is a fight for freedom
Everyone should have the right to marry the one they love

*** The new morality – the new freedom - is simply old slavery – slavery to sin

When the path of sin is followed – it leads to death

The wages of sin = death – [v. 16] – that points ultimately to the eternal consequences of sin – separation from God in hell for all eternity

But - for believers -
Something has changed – v. 17

You are no longer a slave of sin

What took place?  You responded to a teaching – the Gospel message and the apostolic instruction which goes with it

You became committed to it

We see this in Ephesians as well

The idea is that you can tell if you have gotten the gospel right – that you have understood the apostolic message by what it produces in your life

Is there a following of Christ – a renouncing / turning from sin?

Eph. 4:17-21

i.e. – the teaching / the truth – is that grace does not lead to these things – it leads to much better things

Paul here says, ‘If you have been taught right’

We always see this importance stressed upon teaching and upon truth in the NT

Paul told Timothy – I Tim. 4:16 – ‘Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things; for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.’

Jesus told the disciples to make disciples – ‘teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.’

Teaching is integral to the process of discipleship

We are to teach that which the apostles taught – not to deviate from it – salvation is at stake

Wayne Cordeiro shares a story from when he was a child – his dad wanted to build a fence – he let Wayne help.  His dad cut a 2 X 4 spacer that would be placed between the boards on the fence – the spacer was something like 2 inches wide.

His dad told him to make 150 of these spacers

Wayne went to work – he took the original spacer and used it to mark his cut for the next one
He then cut the 2nd one and started a pile with the first one

Each time he cut a new one – he put the old one in the pile – and used his new one as the guide for the next cut

As you can imagine – after a while – his dad stepped back and looked at the fence and said – ‘man – that sure is ugly’ – puzzled – he picked up one of the spacers he had just used and measured it – it was nearly 3 inches wide instead of the two they began with

‘what were you doing?’ he asked his son

Wayne showed him – and his dad explained that you always use the original piece to make your mark on each new piece

Stick with the original

That’s our job as a church – stick with the Word of God – teach it – believe it – live it

We as Protestants should know that as well as anybody

That was the whole principle of the Reformation – and the core issue

The Roman Catholic church was the result of a slow drift away from the Scriptures – pretty soon you had popes and purgatory – and prayers to the saints and to Mary / monks and monasteries

None of that stuff is in the Bible – go back to the original

Part of what we teach is that being under grace is never an excuse for sin

When we change masters – we change from a bad master to a good one – but there is more

The NT clearly refers to the kind of relationship that we function in under Christ as a kind of freedom

Jesus bought us – not to abuse us or destroy us but to release us into the freedom of the glory of being sons of God

‘If the Son sets you free you shall be free indeed’ [freed from sin]

Slavery to God is true freedom – freedom to function and be what we were created to be

We love our king and He only tells us to do that which is good and holy
When He restricts our behavior – that too is for our good and the good of others

A Puritan confession: ‘The liberty which Christ hath purchased for believers under the gospel consists in their yielding obedience unto Him, not out of slavish fear, but a child-like love and a willing mind.’

God’s grace sets us free – and – changes our wills so that we become inclined to obey Him – want to obey Him

v. 17 - Thanks be to God – because He is the One who saved you

This isn’t just thankfulness that Jesus died for you and so forth – this is thankfulness to God that you believed the message

This goes back to man’s bondage to iniquity and hardness of heart

Man – on his own does not want to repent
He does not want a Savior to save Him
He wants his sin – he’s demanding it – it’s his right!

The whole picture of the natural man is that He is hard / blind by sin and Satan – He does not want God – the things of God are not desirable to Him

I Cor. 2:14 – ‘a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him and he cannot understand them because they are spiritually appraised.’

The natural man calls the gospel foolish

What can be done?

God does a work of grace and opens blind eyes to see the truth

John 6:44 – ‘No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws Him.’

God woos us and draws us thru His gospel

It was when the Lord opened Lydia’s heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul – that she believed – Acts 16

So – we don’t give credit to ourselves for being smart enough to believe – to have figured it out

We don’t pat ourselves on the back and say – ‘I’m glad I believed’ – we acknowledge that apart from Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit – we would still be rebellious – God resisting sinners today’ - - - that’s what it means to be a slave of sin

II. The Gift of God - vv. 19-23
We come to one of the great summations of the gospel message in v. 23

The wages of sin is death – the outcome

Sin pays – it pays with death

Paul asks the question:

What benefit did you ever receive from living a life of sin?
Answer: none

There are no good benefits of sin – the world is does not operate that way

Sin might bring a season of pleasure – otherwise people would not do it – but ultimately sin brings nothing lasting or of value – it is destructive to individual lives

Drug / alcohol abuse / immoral living / lying / stealing / etc.

Sometimes certain consequences of sin can carry over into the life of a saved individual from their past

Ed Young shares the story of a young woman who had a promiscuous past – then became a Christian – was a fine looking young lady with a bubbly personality - teaching ss / walking with the Lord – she met a man she thought could be her marriage partner – she felt that she needed to tell him something about her – that she had a herpes virus from her past actions

You guessed it – he was gone

There is no benefit from sin

This is another reason why it is absurd for someone to argue that it’s ok for Christians under grace to continue in sin

What good does sin do?
It only destroys lives / brings painful consequences / hurts others around you as well

Lloyd-Jones: ‘Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  How can I continue in sin when it means a life that is utterly profitless, valueless, fruitless?  How can I continue in sin when it is a life of shame and ugliness and foulness?  How can I continue in sin when I know that it always leads to death . . . that is the apostle’s way of teaching holiness and sanctification.’

Sin!  What good does it do?

Paul – in v. 22 – uses the term ‘enslaved to God’

He has referred to being slaves of obedience – v. 16
Then He called us to present our bodies as slaves to righteousness – v. 19
Now He refers to our being slaves of God – v. 22

That is the position – the Christian becomes a servant of righteousness or a slave of God

That doesn’t mean that He is sinless – but that He has changed masters

Servants of sin earn wages for their actions – death
In contrast – eternal life cannot be earned – it is a gift

Paul is careful to say that our obedience does not earn eternal life
He just says that it shows who our master is and that shows what kingdom we belong to

Conclusion
Grace – rather than promoting sin or giving the sinner an excuse for sin – sets him free from it

Dietrich Bonhoeffer once wrote a book on Christian discipleship and made this important distinction between true grace and false grace [he calls it cheap grace]

‘Cheap grace [is] the grace which amounts to the justification of sin without the justification of the repentant sinner who departs from sin and from whom sin departs.  Cheap grace is not the kind of grace which frees us from the toils of sin.  Cheap grace is the grace we bestow upon ourselves. [The Cost of Discipleship, p. 47]

i.e. – there is a cheap imitation of grace floating around that says – ‘Your sins are forgiven’ – but does nothing to transform the sinner – it awakens no holy desires – it produces no repentance in the heart – no love for God – no thirst for Jesus and His Kingdom  - no righteous living – no transfer of allegiances

Bonhoeffer says – ‘that’s not the grace of Jesus – that’s the grace we bestow upon ourselves – worthless’

The grace of Jesus comes into our lives and produces true repentance / genuine contrition over sin – a desire to obey Christ – along with resulting obedience
