The Love of God

Romans 5:6-11
Introduction 

Ira Byock – is a medical doctor who works with patients who are terminal.  In His practice he counsels his patients to use what he calls the four words – to close out their relationships with loved ones. 

The four words: I forgive you / Will you forgive me? / I love you / Thank you

He has always been greatly impacted at the way in which these concepts and statements transform relationships between the dying and their loved ones in their last days [at least in cases where patient’s respond to his advice or practice these things on their own] 

He gives one example from the life of Horace and Louise Whitman – who he describes as Christian fundamentalists.  Horace and Louise had raised 4 children in the church.  Their son Mike and his 3 sisters also went on to a Christian University in Oklahoma.

When Mike was around the age of 35 – he didn’t show up for work one day.  His sister found him in his apartment weak and disoriented.  He was hospitalized and given a series of tests – the results were that he was found to have AIDS.

Mike’s parents were stunned.  Their son had a terminal illness and not only that – he had been living a secret lifestyle they thoroughly disapproved of.  Their feelings about homosexuality were not hidden. Mike was fully aware of the shame they felt at this revelation.  However – no one in the hospital ever heard a word of condemnation from Mike’s parents toward him.
The doctor asked Horace about his interactions with Mike: ‘I told him that I could not condone what he had done.  I’ll never understand it.  But I said, ‘I love you son – that will never change.’

There was nothing neat or pretty about the situation.  The Whitman’s wanted to take care of their son at home during his dying days.  Mike’s gay friends wanted to care for him – and see him – were upset at being excluded from the Whitman’s home.  Mike agreed to stay with his parents during these final days.
The supervising doctor said that he was always astounded at the level of care and love shown by Mike’s parents as he thought of Horace Whitman providing care for his son.

Mike had a slew of physical problems including rectal herpes lesions that required frequent cleaning.  The doctor says that the image is indelibly etched in his mind of Horace gently bathing his son’s sores 3 times a day – knowing full what had caused them – and believing as he did that homosexuality is a sin.  Horace did this without a whisper of scolding.  Mike was his son and it was a job that needed to be done.  [The Four Things that Matter Most, pp. 148-151]

Why did he do it? 

Because of his love for his son 

He demonstrated that love – by reaching out to his son – even though his son had gone against everything the father stood for 
This morning we come to the topic of the love of God 
Romans 5:8 – ‘God demonstrated His love towards us in that while we were yet sinners – Christ died for us.’

When we think of the love of God – we must think of the great sacrifice of Jesus Christ – in dying on the cross for our sins 
Jesus did not die for good people

He died for people who had broken His commands – violated His precepts – blasphemed His name – people who deserved only condemnation 
I John 4:10 – ‘In this is love – not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.’

This morning we come to this great topic of the love of God for sinners – it is at the heart of the saving message of the gospel 
I. The Demonstration of Love - vv. 6-8 

Here Paul comes to this truth that should grip the soul 
Christ died for the ungodly – while we were yet sinners 

This means a couple of things: there was nothing in us to merit such grace and love 
God’s love is not based upon how lovable we are  

When God looked down on fallen humanity – it was not a pretty picture 

He looked down and saw murderers / rapists / liars / thieves / adulterers / corrupt / greedy / back-biters / slanderers/ immoral / depraved / lustful/ selfish / insolent / malicious /etc. 
Jesus did not die for people who were either righteous or good – He died for sinners 

God loved us as sinners 

The fact that Jesus died for sinners magnifies the incredible nature of the love of God 
It’s one thing to die for your spouse or a child or to risk your life for a combat buddy – throwing yourself on a grenade for your fellow soldiers [there are examples of such things] – but Jesus died for His enemies [v. 10] – those who hated Him – those under the righteous wrath of God – dead in trespasses and sins / etc.
Usually when we think of people being enemies – they are fighting with each other – feuding – or lobbing missiles at one another – carrying on grudges
One famous feud in American history was between two political enemies – Alexander Hamiltion – Aaron Burr 

It seemed to have started in the 1790s when Burr defeated Hamilton’s father-in-law for a government post

In the 1800 presidential election – Burr and Jefferson were tied in the electoral college – but Hamiltion used his influence in the House of Representatives to make sure that Jefferson became President 

That left Burr to be the VP for that term – when it became clear that Jefferson was not going to retain him as VP for his second run at the presidency – Burr decided to run for Governor of NY in 1804 

Again - Hamilton campaigned against him – helping another man get elected 

That year – the two feuding men agreed to a duel in July 1804 – Hamilton fired and missed - Burr shot and killed Hamilton 

They were enemies – that’s what enemies do 
What does Jesus do for His enemies? 

He voluntarily left the glory of heaven to become a man – so that He could come into this world and give His life a ransom for those hostile to Him 

When He had just been brutally nailed to the cross and had endured the agony of scourging by the hands of godless men – When he had been mocked by wicked men placing a crown of thorns upon His head . . . 

How did He respond to such men? 

He could’ve said: ‘you’re gonna fry in hell – I will see to it’

No – we find Him praying for His murderers: ‘Father – forgive them for they know not what they do.’

On the cross – He died for His enemies – He cried out: ‘It is finished’ – as He made atonement to secure the forgiveness of sins of those who would put their trust in Him
I John 4:10 – ‘In this is love – not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation [satisfaction] for our sins.’

There is no reason in us why God should love us so incredibly 
This helps us understand why John would say, ‘God is love’ – I John 4:8 

Love is one of God’s defining attributes – part of His nature 

I can tell you this morning that God loves you 

John 3:16 – ‘For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life’

Now – does God’s love mean that in the end – nobody goes to hell?

That’s the gist of Rob Bell’s book – ‘Love Wins’ 

Perhaps the love of God means that all will be saved – universalism 

However – the Bible tells us of a Great White Throne judgment to come – the wicked will be judged for their deeds [Rev. 20]
In the Bible we see Jesus will say to some – ‘Depart from Me – I never knew you - you who practice lawlessness’

In the Bible we read of a broad road that leads to destruction 

Francis Chan: ‘Paul described the fate of the wicked with words such as perish, destroy, wrath, punish, and others more than eighty times in his thirteen letters.’  [Erasing Hell, p. 98] 
i.e. – it’s all over the Bible 

Biblical truth: The cross of Jesus will do one no good – if there is no repentance and faith – no trust in Jesus 
Rom. 2:4, 5

God is patient – long suffering – kind - giving man opportunity to repent and embrace the Savior – but there is a time limit 
If one fails to trust in Christ – nothing left but wrath 

The reason for man’s condemnation always falls on His own shoulders 

J.C. Ryle: ‘there is no unwillingness on God’s part to receive any sinner, however great his sins.  God has sent light into the world, and if man will not come to the light, the fault is entirely on man’s side.  His blood will be on his own head, if he makes shipwreck of his soul.  The blame will be at his own door if he misses heaven.  His eternal misery will be the result of his own choice.  His destruction will be the work of his own hand.  God loved him and was willing to save him; but he loved darkness, and therefore darkness must be his everlasting portion.’

II. Reconciliation - vv. 9-11

Here Paul brings us to this topic of reconciliation 
Reconciliation is such a crucial thing for human relationships 

Reconciliation = to restore a relationship / end hostilities 

To reconcile means to make peace or bring together two estranged or hostile parties

There was a man who lived into his eighties – but had always lived with the bitterness of being unable to reconcile his relationship with his father from childhood
As a young boy - he had been told to do a particular chore one day and did not do it.  For punishment he had to stay home while his dad and the five other sons went to town for sodas.  This boy watched them drive down the road without him.  However – on their way there – they were involved in a car crash. 

This young boy ran to the scene of the accident and found that his five brothers had been killed in the crash – and his dad – because his neck was broken died when rescuers tried to move him 

Now as an old man in his eighties he confessed that he still was tormented by the fact that he had not had his relationship with his dad restored – there was nothing he could do about it – it was too late 

One can only hope that he heard of the forgiving grace of Jesus to cover him 

BTW – that’s why spanking is such a good form of discipline – get it over with – move on 

We see the importance of reconciliation in human relationships 

The importance of making things right / mending fences – restoring the relationship 
God says there is a relationship above all others - that needs mending between men as sinners and a holy God 

The basis of that reconciliation is the cross of Christ 

Paul wrote to the Corinthians – ‘we urge you – be reconciled to God’

How do I get reconciled to God? 

Rom. 5:1 – ‘Therefore having been justified by faith we have peace with God’

How are we justified?  Rom. 3:21-24 

We follow Abraham’s example of faith – ‘Abraham believed God and it was credited to Him as righteousness’

We believe God when He says that He sent His Son Jesus to die on the cross for our sins  

We believe God when He says that – ‘He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf that we might become the righteousness of God in Him’

We believe that Jesus died and rose again – conquering both sin and death – He gives eternal life to those who trust in Him 

Tim Keller: ‘The Christian gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, yet I am so loved . . . that Jesus was glad to die for me.’  [The Reason for God, p. 181]

Be reconciled to God!

When the sinner dies unreconciled to God – there is nothing left but strict justice 

Conclusion 
The proverbial axe has fallen at Penn State University this week.  Joe Paterno – long time football coach – holding the career record number of wins in College football for head coaches.  He was dismissed from his post in an act of swift justice made by the board of trustees of the institution. 

One of Joe’s former assistant coaches has been accused of serious crimes while working for the football program and it has become clear that Paterno was aware of some of the activities but simply did not do what he should have done given the severity of the situation. 
Joe was quoted as saying, ‘I should have done more’
i.e. – it’s too late now 

Some day – there will be people who will stand before God in judgment – and find themselves hearing the frightful words: ‘Depart from me you who practice lawlessness’ 

i.e. – it will be too late 

The sinner lost for eternity will have one consuming regret – ‘I should have trusted Jesus when I had the opportunity –
You know what I should have done when I had the opportunity?  - - -  I should have come clean with my sins – taken them to the cross – I should have heeded the Savior’s voice – ‘Come unto Me all who are weary and heavy laden – I should have heard Jesus’ warning that the way to life is narrow – and I should have responded to the gracious overtures of a God who reached out to me in love – offering to forgive the sinner who puts his faith in him.’
Don’t end up in eternity with such regrets – call on Jesus today – ask Him to save you – believe He died for you – rose again 

Begin walking in that new relationship 
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