The Triumph of Grace 
Romans 5:15-21
Introduction 
Alice Sebold was an 18 year old college freshman enrolled at Syracuse University when her world was turned upside down.  While walking home thru a park around midnight – the unthinkable happened – she was brutally attacked and sexually assaulted by an unknown attacker.  She later reported everything to the police – they said she was lucky to be alive – because in that area another girl had been murdered not too long ago.
She didn’t feel very ‘lucky’ 
She tried to resume with normal life but found that getting past something of that magnitude is not easily done – shifting one’s whole outlook on life

She took a class on poetry – where the instructor – a successful poet – and who knew of Alice’s experience told her to write a poem starting with the line, ‘If they caught you . . .’ – referring to her attacker. 

In her poem she detailed all the things she would like to see done in retribution.  The poem boiled over with inner rage that Alice felt. 

Not too long afterwards – Alice spotted her attacker and reported him to the police.

He was eventually convicted and given the maximum sentence – justice served – now she can move on 
But – Alice still found it hard to move beyond. – drifting career wise – became a heroin addict for a period of time 
She eventually wrote a memoir of her story titled, ‘Lucky’ – and was asked to appear on Oprah Winfrey where she discussed her book – and the aftermath of her life following the events of that night 

She considers herself a survivor with post traumatic stress disorder – a condition often found among victims and survivors of horrific events such as combat in the military / terror attacks / assaults / etc. 

Alice’s story and others like it remind us that we live in a fallen world 
A world where such things occur – is a world that is not right – that is off track – gone awry – in need of fixing 

Timothy Keller: ‘It’s hard to avoid the conclusion that there is something fundamentally wrong with the world.’  [The Reason for God, p. 159]
The Bible’s message is that there is something wrong with the world – it’s called sin 

Our world – has been radically affected by the entrance of sin – thru the initial choice of Adam and Eve – man as he exists today is a creature who falls far short of what he could be 

But Jesus Christ changes everything 
Where Adam failed and brought sin into the world – Jesus Christ came and achieved victory over sin and death 

And the effects of His atonement will eventually transform the entire created order so that the curse will be lifted and all that is wrong with the world will be swallowed up in defeat – leaving only the glorious reign of the kingdom of God in righteousness and peace 

I. The Reign of Death – vv. 15-17
We return to Paul’s discussion of how this world came to be such a mess 
How humanity came to be such a mess 

He takes us all the way back to Adam – the first human 

Paul referred to Adam as a type of Him who is to come – v. 14 

A type – means that there was something about Adam that reflected truth about Jesus who was to come 

The most familiar type in the OT – would be the Passover Lamb – it pointed typologically to truth about what Jesus would do. 

That’s why John B could say – ‘Behold the Lamb of God . . .’ [John 1:29]

The Israelites – as they put the blood of the Passover lamb on their door posts – the lamb was a substitute for the first-born son - they were covered by the blood and were safe [in the same way – you and I need to be covered by the blood of Jesus]

The Exodus deliverance of Israel – was a type of our salvation – being set free from bondage to sin 

In what way was Adam a type of Christ?

Adam and Christ share one similarity in that what they did affected countless individuals 

Paul even refers to Jesus as the last Adam or 2nd Adam in I Corinthians 

I Cor. 15:45 – ‘The first Adam became a living soul; the last Adam became a life giving Spirit;

I Cor. 15:21, 22 – ‘For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.’

What Adam did was destructive 

What Jesus did was life-giving 

Death isn’t just something that occurs – part of life we must come to terms with 

Death is something which is reigning – and it is a foreign intrusion to God’s good creation 

In John 8:44 – Jesus describes Satan as a murderer

But – the Bible never depicts Satan clubbing anyone to death or shooting / etc. 

How is he a murderer? 

It is because of his role in bringing about the Fall of humanity – bringing death into the world 

Adam played right into his hands by making the willful choice to sin – to disobey God 

Timothy Keller: ‘As soon as we determined to serve ourselves instead of God – as soon as we abandoned living for and enjoying God as our highest good – the entire created world became broken.’  [The Reason for God, p. 170]
Man is not the creature he should and could be – he is but a poor shadow of what He was created to be 

Of course we see humanity showing its connection to Adam – following in His footsteps – choosing to rebel against God and sin against Him today  

At times we are given a vivid reminder of the connection between sin and death – as lives can be shortened in that rebellion 
Tim Richmond was an up and coming NASCAR driver in the mid 1980’s.  

In 1978 he was sprint car rookie of the year

Then he finished 9th in the Indy 500 in 1980 – earning another rookie of the year honor

In 1986 – he won 7 Winston cup races – and was considered to be one of the most talented stock car drivers ever  

However – he was also good looking – and dated many women  

He once said his goal in life was to succeed in the ‘fun department’
He was living ‘life in the fast lane’

At the NASCAR banquet in December of ’86 – where he shared driver of the year honors with Dale Earnhardt – Richmond didn’t look so good 

3 days later he was diagnosed with AIDS.

3 years later – dead at the age of 34 

Richmond’s legacy would not just be that he was a great race car driver but that he also infected multiple women with the AIDS virus including Lagena Greene – a fashion model and beauty queen 
Lagena has managed to survive much longer with the AIDS virus but is reminded of her one night together with Tim by having to wear diapers due to uncontrollable diarrhea / spending her days hovering over toilet bowls because of bouts of nausea – and taking up to 35 pills a day – hoping they will stay down when her immediate reflex is to throw them back up
Humanity still today making choices demonstrating our connection with Adam and the reign of death 
But – Paul brings up a contrast to the damage done by Adam 

v. 17 – He refers to the grace of God and to the gift of righteousness and to the reign of life we can inherit from Jesus Christ 

There is an abounding of grace – thru the person of Jesus Christ – that not only undoes the damage Adam did – but takes the believer to new heights of glory in Christ 

We don’t just return to the Garden of Eden – susceptible to fall once again – we are raised up with imperishable bodies – in glory – called to rule and reign with Christ our King and deliverer 

As bad as our situation was – Jesus more than conquers it
Donald Grey Barnhouse: ‘Where sin reached a high water mark, grace completely flooded the world.’

Jesus Christ is the all-sufficient Savior for all who will put their trust in Him 

II. The One Act of Righteousness – vv. 18-21

v. 18 - If we stopped with Adam – we would have an explanation for our world and our own sinfulness – but we would have no hope to ever remedy the situation 

Left to ourselves – there would be no hope for mankind 

*** But Christianity is a religion that gives hope 

It gives hope to the handicapped who wonder what life could have been like if they had not gotten injured or been born with a defect
It gives hope to the mother who just miscarried a baby and wonders what has happened to her child 

It gives hope to the terminally ill – who count on Jesus to take them to heaven and give them a resurrection body 
*** Ours is a faith that gives tremendous hope 

I asked my kids this week – ‘What would your perfect world be like?’

One thought that it should be made of candy 

Like Willy Wonka’s?  - No – that’s too dangerous – you might drown in the river of chocolate! 
We should imagine what it would be like to live in a perfect world – In literature – they sometimes refer to Utopia’s 

But man can’t ever achieve his utopia – not thru politics – not thru welfare – not thru democracy or socialism – or a greater police presence – or bigger bombs – greater advances in technology and science 

When all is said and done – we still end up with the same problems in different shapes and forms 
We still end up with a world under the reign of sin and death 

But the Bible tells us there is a world coming – better by far  - a world where man walks in perfect fellowship with God in harmony with his neighbor  - - a world where there is no sin / death / disease / pain 
That is one of the things that is so tremendous about what Christ has done 

He not only redeemed sinners – but He has redeemed the whole fallen world order – and will one day usher in a kingdom of righteousness  
The curse will be lifted – all that seems to be so impossibly broken in this age – will no longer be an issue 
The world is not stuck in Adam – the reign of death is supplanted by grace! 

The old creation and all its acts – is passing away – but the one who enters into the reign of grace abides forever 

Paul here makes the contrast between one act of disobedience and one act of obedience – v. 19 

Adam’s fundamental problem was disobedience 

As Paul points out in I Tim. 2:13, 14 – Adam was not deceived as Eve was – He sinned with a high hand 

He did it his way – not God’s way 
That is the essence of sin – ‘I will live life my – not God’s way’
In contrast: 

For Jesus - He came to do the will of God – succeed where Adam failed 

That was the purpose of Jesus’ temptations by Satan 

The issue at hand: Will Jesus stand in submission to the Father or buckle to the temptations of Satan like Adam did?

Later on - Gethsemane – the prayer was – ‘not My will but Thine be done’

Christ going to the cross is described as an act of obedience 

Phil. 2:8 – ‘and being found in appearance as a man, He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.’
One man / one act 

Adam’s one act of disobedience brought sin to the race and death to all 

Jesus’ one act of obedience brought righteousness to the human race – to those who will trust in Him 

Death has been conquered 

New Bible Commentary: ‘As the old creation had been ruined by Adam’s Fall and paradise lost – so Christ’s obedience and vindication by God would lead to a new order of harmony and reconciliation with paradise regained.’

Where death reigned – now grace reigns thru righteousness 

Grace is not just God winking away our sin – but it is that He has punished our sins on the cross – and He has begun a work of transformation within us that leads to righteous behavior now [Romans 6]
Conclusion 
Barnhouse: ‘I have no doubt that in the ages to come – what we might call billions of years from now – there will be angels who will look at you and me with awe and wonder, and say to each other, “There are two of the saints!  They were on earth during the times of the rebellion.  They were dead in trespasses and sin.  They were ungodly sinners, the enemies of God.  But He loved them when they were like that.  Think of that!  How marvelous is his love!  How great His condescension!  How free His grace!  He did all that for them!”
Rom. 5:8 – ‘God demonstrated His great love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.’
PAGE  
7

