Peace with God
Romans 5:1-5
Introduction 

Pastor Erwin Lutzer shares the story of a man who had committed murder while in his twenties.  He was a suspect in the case but was never charged with the crime.  He later married a woman and had several children, and figured he would take his secret with him to the grave.  But – then he became a Christian.  Now with his conscience freshly awakened, he knew he would have to do what was right.  He went to the police – confessed to his crime and today is serving a life sentence in prison.  

The man described what took place: ‘At the moment of truth, though I now was a prisoner of the law, I was set free before God for the first time in my life.  I cannot describe the feeling of that burden completely lifted . . .  A wonderful peace came over my soul, such as I had never known before.  I am now confined to a maximum security prison, serving time for second degree murder.  But I am more free and more at peace than at any other time in my life.’
Lutzer comments: ‘Nothing is more precious than a conscience that is at peace with God.’  [Making the Best of a Bad Decision, p. 142]
This next section of Romans – Paul introduces us to this topic of peace – as one of the results of justification 
It is when we have peace with God [sins forgiven] that we can then have the peace of God 

Many people desire peace – are looking for peace more than anything else in life 

Unfortunately – they often look in the wrong places or settle for cheap substitutes
This last week over vacation I read an autobiography of a rock musician named Duff McCagan. [It’s So Easy]
He was the bass player for Guns-n-Roses.  One thing that was a recurring theme of his book was how he kept turning to drugs and large volumes of alcohol to cope with the pressures of being a #1 band and playing with erratic band mates like Axel Rose who would show up 2 or 3 hours late for a show – dealing with having fans trampled to death at one of your concerts – riots erupting in a city after another show

Eventually the band disintegrated because of the irresponsible behavior 

Then Duff – nearly died from all the abuse to his body from drinking and drugs – woke up one day in incredible pain – unable to move – a friend came over and found him in bed – took him to the hospital where they found that his pancreas had swollen and was about to burst 

The doctors told him that he had to sober up or die 

Here he is – no peace – life falling apart – lifestyle destroying him - it would have been a great place to turn to Jesus 
Instead - he turned to cheap substitutes - began mountain biking in the Hollywood hills – then joined a martial arts studio – began training under a sensei that emphasized personal discipline with an almost religious kind of self-denial – got physically healthy
He sobered up – but did not experience the peace which Christ gives 

Later on – he became addicted to pain killers in a relapse
*** Paul says peace is something which flows from being right with God 
Our greatest need: this peace of God 

This peace flows from this great reality of justification 
I. Results of Justification – vv. 1-2 

In Romans 4 – Paul supported his teaching that we are justified by faith in Jesus Christ by giving the great example of Abraham 
He now moves to show us some of the things which flow from that justification 

The first one is this idea of peace 
The conditions for peace - for a man to be right with God – is the cross of Jesus Christ 

There is no other way for a man to make peace with God than to admit his sin and look to Jesus who died and rose again – to come with confession and repentance 

When the heart surrenders to Jesus – there is peace 

When two nations are in a war – there is no peace until one side surrenders 

If during WW II – Japan would have said – ‘We surrender – but we want Hawaii!’
‘Well sorry – those are not the terms of peace’ – ‘you are still in a state of hostility to the U.S.’

Man needs to come to the end of himself – see that all of his fighting against God is foolish and self-destructive – lay down his arms and say, ‘you’re the Lord’ – look to Jesus as Savior 
Following that – we need to walk in fellowship with God to experience this peace 

*** Sometimes as Christians we can forfeit blessings God means for us to have now – thru our own sin 

One of the first blessings to go when a person won’t relinquish a sin - they forfeit the experience of peace 
Some people even suffer physically from unresolved guilt or anxiety over sin – it leads to depression / panic attacks / etc. 

There was a Christian building contractor who had been a bit unethical in his business practices over a period of time.  He had been in the practice of using cheap / inferior building materials in building homes.  He advertised one level of quality but delivered another.  
And - he had no peace – His conscience would not let him rest.  [The Holy Spirit]  It got so bad that he finally came to a crisis point where asked himself: ‘am I willing to do whatever God tells me to do?’

He then took all his savings, mortgaged his house – and paid back as much as he could to each of his customers of what he felt he had cheated them.  He didn’t have much left in the end – but he had a clear conscience - when asked if it was worth it – he said – ‘it was worth every penny.’

God says if you want to enjoy your peace – walk in fellowship 

Lack of peace often points to sin that needs to be forsaken
Imagine a guy going to a doctor and saying – Doc – everyday at 6:00 pm I get these terrible headaches

The Doc: Really?  What are you doing at 5:30?

Well – at 5:30 – I listen to my favorite Barry Manilow CD = as loud as it can go – on my high tech sound system 

Then at 5:45 – I start banging my head against the wall – with the beat of the music 

At 6:00 – my head is throbbing – I don’t get it – can you give me some kind of pill?
If you lack peace – make sure you have a relationship with Jesus Christ – walk in fellowship with Him 

Paul refers to something else we have here: access to grace and into God’s favor 
The idea is that apart from Jesus – we have no way of coming to the Father 

We are rebel enemies – outside the gate – we can’t get in 

When Christine and I lived in CA – our first apartment building was condemned after an earthquake – they came a couple days after the earthquake and put up a chain link fence all around the building [2 story / 40 units]

You could not get in there to get anything – if you had left your box of Hershey candy bars – or your child’s Panda pillow pet – too bad – no access 
But – I have a key to the door of my apt.

It doesn’t matter – no access 

God says – no access to Him / to grace / to heaven – except thru Jesus 

We see this all over the Scriptures 

The Bible begins with Adam and Eve being booted out of the Garden – Cherubim placed with flaming swords guarding the entrance – The Bible ends with the redeemed coming back to paradise thru the work of Jesus Christ – eating of the tree of life / etc. 
We have access to God thru Jesus 

Heb. 10:19-22
A story is told of a Civil War soldier from the South – who had been captured by the North – and he was so badly wounded and crippled that they decided to release him from prison.  He went to Washington to see President Lincoln – but the guards at the White House would not grant him access.  He sat down and began to weep.  Lincoln’s young son Tad approached him and said, ‘Why are you crying mister?’  He told him how he needed to see the President and ask for leniency in the case of his brother who was also in prison and was the sole support of his mother.  Tad took the man by the hand and led him past the guards – and into the presence of his father.

The son gave him access he could not get on his own 

You and I can’t get access to God on our own either
Jesus is the one who introduces us to the Father – and to all the blessings that we can receive thru this relationship 

That is something to exult in – to rejoice in 
There are further reasons for joy as well 
II. Joy in Tribulation – vv. 3-5 

Here we see further reasons for joy – and this has to do with the work God is doing in each of our lives now 
God is working on our character to make us more like Christ [sanctification]
The process involves the trials of life and testings of faith 

*** God is committed to the development of our character 

He wants to smooth out our rough edges / sift out the bad / instill the good 
He wants the impatient to become patient 

He wants the impure to become pure 

He wants the unkind and unloving to become loving and kind / etc. 

Phil. 1:6 – ‘He who began a good work . . .’

Suffering / tribulation is one of the primary vehicles thru which God builds character in our lives 

We see this all over the Scriptures 

James 1:2, 3

We can glory in tribulation – because of what it produces 

The more natural response of the flesh is to complain about tribulation – to get angry at God – to murmur like Israel in the wilderness 

We hate this manna – where are the onions and the leeks? 

Why did this God lead us out into the wilderness?  [That’s the flesh – gets angry God in trial and testings] – [God – we didn’t think that following you would be this difficult]
Or – we may get bitter at another person - thinking them to be the source of our trial 

My sister – one time had a neighbor who was a real crab apple!

This woman would throw trash over on their driveway – swear at them thru her kitchen window 

My sister thought she was evil [probably my sister’s fault]
So – my sister’s husband Jim did the typical American thing to do – put up a big fence – so they didn’t have to see the woman in her kitchen window anymore – but – it was a big trial for them at the time 

We need to realize - God can redeem our trials and tribulations and make them serve beneficial purposes in our sanctification when we look to him 
Tribulation often drives us back to God when we stray 

Trials give us opportunity to stretch our faith and develop character – show our trust in Him 

Trials can drive us to prayer 

Elizabeth Elliot is no stranger to tribulation.  Her husband was one of five missionaries killed in Ecuador while reaching out to a tribal people there.  Another incident occurred while Elizabeth was there – she was working to break down the local language into writing – at a time where there were no computers or back up files.  A suitcase containing two years’ worth of work was stolen and she had to start all over from the beginning.  When asked if she was angry about the theft, she said, ‘No – it was my worship to God and what I did for Him was lost to us but not to God 

Notice the peace of God in such a statement! 

The path to spiritual maturity and glory is lined with friction / obstacles / tribulation 

But – we are called to persevere – let perseverance develop thru these things 

Heb. 12:1, 2 

Christianity is not a sprint – it’s a marathon

Perseverance = to hold up under difficulties and continue on – it is hanging in there when the going gets tough 
Today – people quit on all kinds of things – dashing about to this thing and the next – to this marriage – this career – this religion – this new fad 

If you are in the Lord’s school of the Christian faith – you are learning the importance of perseverance 

*** The right path is usually not the path of least resistance [the easy way] 

The path of least resistance might make a nice river but it doesn’t work so well for Christians
When Mickey Mantle had his first crack at playing for the Yankee organization in one of their minor league clubs – he fell into a miserable slump and told his father he was going to quit baseball.  He was ready to throw in the towel.  Life would be easier without baseball.  His dad said, ‘Well – I guess I was wrong – I thought I raised a man – but instead I raised a crybaby!’  - that was enough – Mantle went back and pulled out of his slump 

Now – our Father doesn’t motivate us in that manner! 

But – he does say, ‘I want my children to persevere in the faith!’
‘I want them to trust Me in their trials - I want them to endure affliction and not sin – I want them to wait patiently on the promises - I want their faith to shine like gold purified in the furnace!’

When we trust God – when we wait on His promises – when we refuse to buckle to temptation – when we endure and persevere in the faith without doubting God’s goodness - we will not be disappointed 
Why?  Because of God’s love 
Paul refers to this experiential reality of having the Holy Spirit within us and assuring us of the love of God for us 
We should understand that the love of God is personal – make it personal 

God demonstrated His love towards Me . . . [Rom. 5:8]

Say with Paul: ‘Christ loved me and gave Himself for Me . . . ‘ [Gal. 2:20]

The Holy Spirit pours out into the heart of the believer a sense of the love of God - convincing us of it, and witnessing this love to our souls
Phillip Yancey – ‘I remember a long night sitting in uncomfortable chairs in Chicago’s O’ Hare airport – waiting impatiently for a flight that was delayed five hours.  I happened to be sitting next to a wise woman who was traveling to the same conference.  The long delay and the late hour combined to create a melancholy mood, and in five hours we had time to share all the dysfunctions of childhood, our disappointments with the church, our questions of faith.  I was writing the book, ‘Disappointment with God’ at the time, and I felt burdened by other people’s pains and sorrows, doubts and unanswered prayers.

My companion listened to me in silence for a very long time and then out of nowhere she asked a question that has always stayed with me.  ‘Philip – do you ever just let God love you?’ she asked.  ‘It’s pretty important I think’

I realized with a start that she had brought to light a gaping hole in my spiritual life.  For all my absorption in the Christian faith, I had missed the most important message of all.  The story of Jesus is the story of a celebration, a story of love.  It involves pain and disappointment . . . But Jesus embodies the promise of a God who will go to any length to win us back.  Not the least of Jesus’ accomplishments is that he made us somehow lovable to God.’  [The Jesus I Never Knew, p. 269]

Amen!

Conclusion 

There was a Christian man who was going thru a series of difficult trials.  He lived during the Great Depression – and he had lost not only his job and all his wealth but also his wife and his house as well.  But – he was a believer – and while he could see no good purpose in his suffering he clung to his faith.  

One day while wandering thru the city – probably looking for work – he noticed some masons doing some stonework on a huge church.  One of the men was chiseling a triangular piece of stone 

‘What are you doing with that?’ – the man asked

The workman stopped and pointed to a small opening near the top of a nearly completed spire.  ‘See that little opening up there near the top of the spire?’ he said.  ‘Well – I’m shaping this down here so that it will fit in up there’
It was as if the voice of God had spoken as the man realized what the Bible taught about his circumstances and he walked away with tears of joy in his eyes at the thought of His father chiseling him to fit in up there 

John 3:16 - For God so loved [you] that He gave His only begotten Son that if you would believe in Him – you would not perish but have everlasting life!

PAGE  
8

