In the Footsteps of Faith
Romans 4:9-17
Introduction 

A man was driving thru the state of California with his family when he hit a Condor [a bird on the endangered species list].  He decided to set up camp and have supper right there.  A state patrol came by and the man was taken to court for eating a Condor.  The man explained that he had been out of work for quite a while and he and his family were starving.  They were traveling north thru California to go and stay with his brother who lives in Washington – until this man could find work.  And – the Condor just came out in front of their vehicle – the bird was dead – they figured they may as well eat it. 

‘Well’ – the judge said with a tear in his eye– ‘given your hard luck story – I’m not going to fine you – go your way – and I hope you find work soon.’

‘Thank you sir’
‘Oh – by the way – what does Condor taste like?’
‘Oh – I’d say somewhere between whooping crane and Bald eagle’

That’s a good picture of man – the law breaker 

He may try to side step his guilt – but sooner or later the truth slips out! 

We have been following the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans 
He has reminded us: there is no denying the truth about humanity 

We are sinners – guilty as charged 

We have followed in the footsteps of our Father – Adam and our mother Eve – who turned from God – chose to go their own way 

We see the fruit of that rebellion all around us – different manifestations of sin and disobedience 

But – the message of the Bible is that we don’t have to continue along that path 

Another path is offered to us 

I John 1:9 – ‘If we confess our sins – He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’

Rom. 3:23-24 – ‘For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace thru the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.’

Paul has been teaching us about the great doctrine of justification by faith 

This is the path which Paul says was modeled for us by Abraham – the great patriarch of the Jews 

Abraham believed God and was declared righteous thru his faith 

This declaration was not in connection with Abraham being circumcised or observing some religious ritual – nor was it in conjunction with keeping the law – or in reference to good works 

Abraham simply believed God – trusted Him – put His faith in the promises of God – and He was justified 

Paul says – these are the true children of Abraham - those who follow Abraham in his footsteps of faith 
This is an important point – both for the Jew of Paul’s day and for all people today 

The Jew saw righteousness as consisting of two things – being circumcised [religious ceremony] / keeping the law 

Abraham was justified before both – showing that neither one brought him salvation 
Abraham believed the promises of God – and it was credited to him as righteousness 
I. Religious Ritual - vv. 9-12

Paul has lifted up the figure of Abraham as an example of justification by faith 
It is always helpful to have models of what we want to do or accomplish 

When I was younger and learning to play guitar – I looked up to Eddie Van Halen – [this is how Eddie does it]

I heard a Christian comedian talking about Van Halen – ‘Can you believe these guys are still playing concerts?’  - ‘Pretty soon they’ll be coming up on stage with their walkers – “running with the devil”’

Needless to say – Eddie Van Halen is not my example anymore 

Now I look to guys like John MacArthur / John Piper / Ravi Zacharias / etc. 

I recently read ‘The Sacred Acre’ – it is the story of high school football coach Ed Thomas.  

Coach Thomas was a role model for many students in Parkersburg – and a man of deep faith 
He had a tremendous run as a football coach at A-P – sending 4 people from the Parkersburg area into the NFL.  He was voted High School football coach of the year in 2005.  But he always was about more than winning games – he wanted to teach his players about life.  He was a community leader in helping rebuild the town after the Parkersburg tornado of 2008 
His son Aaron – later reflected on his dad’s legacy after his tragic death in 2009 

Aaron said: ‘[My dad always said] adversity is the test of character.  He told his team over and over after the tornado that when bad things happen, it gives you an opportunity to show the character that is really inside of you.  [The Sacred Acre, p. 204]
This was a lesson they had heard many times in football - when you lose a game – you get back up and get ready for the next one 

Life is a little bit like that – there will be set backs – and disappointments – but you get back up and get ready for tomorrow 

Aaron spoke at his dad’s funeral: ‘Today we can be sad.  Come, tomorrow it’s time we all get going.  The true test of character is how we respond to adversity.  This is adversity.  How are you going to respond?’  [The Sacred Acre, p. 214]
He said the best way to honor the memory of Ed Thomas – is to go out and follow in his footsteps of faith 

Here the Apostle Paul is telling us to do just that with someone who came long before Ed Thomas – long before even the apostles – even before even King David 
Paul says: ‘I want you to follow in the footsteps of faith of Abraham’ – [vv. 11, 12]

Paul: ‘I want you to have the kind of faith Abraham had – follow him’

He points out that Abraham was not saved by works / circumcision/ or by keeping the law 

He was justified / declared righteous thru faith 

This teaching is going to raise eyebrows with his Jewish listeners 

‘Wait a minute!  You mean that Abraham was not saved by circumcision?’
Why did God institute circumcision? 

Do you really mean to say that circumcision is not necessary for salvation?

When we read circumcision in this context – we can insert any external religious ritual – [baptism / taking the Lord’s Supper]

Circumcision was so highly regarded in Judaism as a saving act – that some tried to bring it over into the church – Acts 15 

This was the first ‘Faith in Jesus plus . . .  gospel

You have the same thing today – when people want to make baptism an essential to salvation [Forget about the thief on the cross]

Hyper Fundamentalism – [KJV only] 

Jesus saves – but if you don’t use the KJV

‘I’m sorry – your salvation is questionable’

Faith in Jesus plus the Book of Mormon / etc. 

In Paul’s day – a group tried to add Circumcision to faith in Jesus 

Paul responded to the Judaizers in Gal. 5:1-4
We also see that for some – it was a way to avoid persecution 

Gal. 6:12 

Paul really clarifies in the book of Romans – that justification is thru faith alone 

We have to appreciate Paul’s logic: ‘look at the order of events in the life of Abraham’
It was faith - - - justification - - - circumcision 

Abraham was declared to be justified in Gen. 15:6 – but he was not given the command for circumcision until Gen. 17 – which was at least 14 years later 

Paul says – ‘look at when God declared Abraham righteous – circumcision had nothing to do with it’

It would be like someone saying the 1927 Yankees were the greatest team in baseball history because of Babe Ruth and Mickey Mantle

They may have been the greatest team but it wasn’t because of Mickey Mantle – he didn’t come along until the 1950s – he had nothing to do with the greatness of the 1927 Yankees 

Paul says in the same way – the rite of circumcision had nothing to do with Abraham being justified – it came later 

The Jews turned it all around and turned circumcision into something saving – like some do with baptism 

If circumcision doesn’t save – then what does it do?
It is a sign or outward symbol of the covenant relationship – an act of obedience [in the OT]
A sign is a visible object which points to something different and greater than itself 

A sign or seal – like a wedding ring 

The wedding ring points to the reality greater than itself 

The American Flag is a sign – ‘and to the Republic for which it stands’

If you go overseas and take an American flag with you – you put it on the wall in your hotel room – that doesn’t mean you are now in America – it’s a symbol that reminds us of and points to the greater reality 

We respect the symbols 

Just because the flag is only a symbol for our country – does not mean that it’s ok to despise it or burn it 

In the same way – when God gives symbols to the church – we respect them / value them – we just don’t ascribe salvation to them 

Religious symbols are well and good in their proper place 

But Abraham shows us how to be declared righteous – it is thru faith alone 

*** Paul says – ‘If you are going to follow Abraham – follow his footsteps of faith’ 

That is where He was justified 

Paul is not done making his point about justification – he has one more hurdle to jump over and that has to do with the law 

II. Not by Law - vv. 13-17
The Jewish objector is going to say, ‘What about the law?’

Aren’t we saved by keeping the law – isn’t righteousness a matter of keeping the law?

Again – we are to pay attention to the time line 

Abraham did not receive any of the great promises about the Abrahamic covenant in relation to the law 

The law came later – during Moses’ day – 430 years later
Suppose someone says the reason George Washington won the Revolutionary War was because he had the B-2 stealth bomber! 

You would shake your head – The B-2 bomber had nothing to do with it! – it wasn’t in development until the 1970s
The law did not nullify or affect the promises given to Abraham 
Gal. 3:16, 17 

The law did not change the covenant and promises God had made to Abraham – and God’s intention to bless and make righteous the sinner thru faith 

The next question: What was the purpose of the law then?

The role of the law was to make clear God’s moral standards to man 

v. 15 – the law turns sin into transgression or a specific breach of one of God’s commands [which makes one more guilty]
God has arranged things so that salvation comes as a fulfillment of the promises He made to Abraham 

God promised Abraham a son – that Abraham would be the father of many 

But Abraham was old – and had no son – this was a problem!

Abraham = father of a multitude!

We know that He and Sarai were greatly tested in their faith as they waited on the promise of God 

We see evidence of the tension in that Sarah became so unsettled that she offered her servant girl Hagar to Abraham to see if she could have a child thru a surrogate 

The result was Ishmael 

But that wasn’t to be the promised child 

That was a result of their own ingenuity – their own efforts 

No – it was God who would give them the child of promise – when Abraham was 99 – Sarah was around 90 years old – God returned to him and said – ‘at this time next year – you will have a son’ – Abraham again believed 

God took barren Sarah – and old Abraham – gave them Isaac – the child of promise – thru whom would eventually come Jesus Christ 

Galatians 3:7 – ‘Therefore, be sure that it is those who are faith who are sons of Abraham.’

Abraham has a big family 

A 99 year old man without a child became the father of Israel – thru Jesus Christ – the Father of all who believe

Thru His seed all the nations have been blessed

Can God fulfill His Word – to save you and I?
He can bring the dead back to life 

He can make the barren shout for joy at the birth of a child 

He is faithful to His promises 

When He promises to forgive the one who has faith in Jesus – He will do so 

Our part is to take Him at His word 

To be like Abraham who ‘believed God and it was reckoned unto him as righteousness’

Conclusion ive life to the dead 't as already existing 

hose who believe in Jesus Christ people adopted into Go'walked while unc
Conclusion 

A Christian doctor had a daughter - Ashley who was 10 years old and had two parakeets.  One of the parakeets died and she asked her mother if she could buy a new one so she could have a couple again.  Mother – however – had had enough pets for a while and said, ‘not at this time.’  Ashley said that she would pray and ask God for another parakeet – which she did – with her child-like faith.  The next day – Ashley was playing outside with some of her friends when one of the kids saw that there was a bird in the tree.  They all knew that one of Ashley’s parakeets had just died.  Here was another one in the tree – the same color of the one she had just lost!  Nobody could recall a time of ever seeing a parakeet in the neighborhood before.  Ashley returned home triumphant with the bird God gave her in response to her prayers.  [Kingdom Triangle, p. 191]
Believing in Jesus is a relatively simple – even child-like thing to do 

Because – it is simply believing that God will do what He says He will do 

We consider the promises of God 

He says that He will forgive us of all our sins – if we put our trust in His Son who came to redeem us – to die on the cross for our sins – rose again from the dead 

Begin following Him as Lord and Savior 
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