That’s What God Can Do

Romans 4:18-25
Introduction
There was a woman whose young daughter became sick one morning at school.  After the mother had picked her up and brought her home – she called the doctor and described her symptoms.  The doctor recognized the symptoms and said that she didn’t need to bring the girl in – just go to the pharmacy and pick up a particular over the counter medicine. 
The mother put her daughter to bed and told her that she was going to the store for some medicine.  She’ll be right back.  She rushed to the store and bought the medicine but when she returned to the parking lot she discovered she had left her keys in the car.  Looking thru the window she could see them dangling from the ignition and the car was locked.  

She used her cell phone and called her daughter to tell her she would be late.  Her daughter told her to get a coat hanger and stick it down the window – she had seen it done on tv.  

The mother went back in the store and was able to get a wire hanger – though she was skeptical this idea would work.  In fact – she was a little embarrassed because she wasn’t sure at all how to use a coat hanger to open a car door.  However – she was a woman of faith and so she prayed, ‘Lord – I don’t know what to do – but my keys are locked in the car – my little girl is home sick – I’ve got this coat hanger here – but I don’t know what to do with it – please send somebody to help me.’

As soon as she finished praying – a car pulled up at the curb and dropped off a passenger.  The man who got out must be God’s answer although he didn’t look like a package sent from heaven – a little rough looking – hadn’t shaved for a while – he might even be homeless.  No matter – she asked him – ‘Sir – can you help me?’

‘What’s the problem?’ – he said

‘I locked my keys in the car – and I’ve got this coat hanger – but I don’t know what to do with it.’

‘Lady’ – he said – ‘where’s you car?’

She pointed over to her car – and after bending the coat hanger and inserting it over the top of her car window – he quickly got the door open.  

The mother was so overwhelmed – she gave the fella a big hug to thank him – ‘you are such a good man’ – she told him – ‘an answer to prayer!’
‘Lady’ – he replied – ‘I’m no good man – I just got out of prison’

As the man walked away – the mother prayed – ‘Thank you Lord!  You sent me a professional!’

We have been looking at the faith of Abraham – in Romans 4 

Abraham was given a promise by God – that he would have as many descendants as the stars of heaven 

He believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness

This morning we want to focus in on the nature of his faith 

Faith is an important part of the Christian life – not only in reference to our entry into Christianity – but in the daily living and walking with God 

The importance of faith is all over the Scriptures 

Heb. 11:6 – ‘Without faith it is impossible to please Him for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.’

Faith leads us to pray to God and ask Him for things 

Faith overcomes obstacles / moves mountains . . .
This morning – we will revisit the faith of Abraham – and look more closely at what faith is and how it operates 

I. Standing on the Promises - vv. 18-22

When we think of Abraham and his faith – we see a man who had no natural reason to believe that He would become the father of a multitude – given his advanced age and lack of children from his years of marriage to Sarah 
To the eyes of any natural observer – his case was hopeless - beyond hopeless
But – he had been given a promise from God – and in hope against hope he believed – and God was faithful to His Word 

Gen. 15:1-6 

There is the promise – ‘Abraham – look up at the stars of the heavens – and try to count them – so shall your descendants be’ 

This was a staggering promise and one that on a human level looked utterly ridiculous 

Abraham was around 75 at this time 

God would renew the promise later when Abraham was 99 – and Sarah around 90
*** One key element of faith is that it looks to the promise of God and not to the surrounding circumstances 

The circumstances – by all accounts were grim / hopeless 

But those are exactly the kind of circumstances our God likes to use 

Think of the biblical record:

Think of Israel enslaved to the powerful Egyptian kingdom – hopeless 

Think of the widow of Zarephath – getting ready to make her last meal and die with her son – God sends Elijah 
God likes to enter into those kinds of scenes – to show His power and ability to deliver 

Abraham looked at his circumstances – he knew he was an old man and his wife was an old lady 

Note v. 20 – he still believed the promise of God 

That’s what faith does 

It doesn’t look at circumstances – it looks at God and His promise 

When Israel was about to enter the Promised Land – ten spies looked at the Canaanites and said – ‘Hold it – put the brakes on’
Joshua and Caleb looked at the promise of God and said: ‘Let’s roll’ 

Peter – when He looked at Jesus – walked on water 

When he looked at the wind and the waves – began to sink 

It was a matter of focus 

Jesus gently rebuked him: ‘O ye of little faith – why did you doubt?’

Our God is faithful 

Maybe you’ve been doubting God over something in your life lately 

‘God can’t handle this – it’s too big – I’m afraid / etc.’

Jesus says to you this morning – ‘o ye of little faith – stop doubting’ 

Instead of singing – ‘My God is so big’ – we sing, ‘My problem is so big!’

Abraham could have thought that way – but He didn’t – and He glorified God because of it 

God wants us to trust Him 

You remember the great man of faith in England – George Mueller 

On one occasion – he and his wife were traveling on board a ship – and fog was messing up the whole schedule – slowing down the ship’s pace
He went up to the captain and said – ‘Sir – I need to be in Quebec by Saturday’ 

The Captain: ‘impossible – look at this fog’ 

Mueller: ‘Well if you can’t get me there – my God will find some other way – let’s go down to the chart room to pray’
The captain said – ‘Do you know how dense this fog is?’

Mueller gave a memorable line: ‘My eye is not on the density of the fog but on the living God.’

They kneeled in prayer – when they got up the fog had lifted 

What is your eye on this morning? 

Is there some worry that has been eating away at your peace? [health issue / family issue / work issue / financial / etc.]
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

The word says, ‘be anxious for nothing . . .’

When we talk about faith we are talking about something which Christians ought to exercise every day 

John Bunyan: ‘Faith makes great burdens light, but unbelief makes light ones heavy.’

Stand on the promises 

Titus 1:1, 2 

Eternal life is God’s promise - God cannot lie 

God is faithful to His Word 

God does not make promises flippantly or thoughtlessly 

Wayne Grudem: ‘God’s faithfulness means that God will always do what He has said and fulfill what He has promised.  He can be relied upon, and He will never prove unfaithful to those who trust what He has said.  Indeed the essence of true faith is taking God at His word and relying on Him to do as he has promised.’

Promises made by people may and often do fail 

People may lack the power or ability to fulfill their promise 

They may have lied in the first place / etc.

They may encounter unforeseen circumstances that delay them or cause them to forget their promise  

God’s nature is such that none of those things affect Him – so it is completely rational to trust His Word 

One little boy counted upon the faithfulness of His father 

The boy was at home with his dad – while mom was out for the evening.  The father – who wasn’t as familiar with the boy’s bed time routine as the mother was – was trying to get the boy to sleep.  Shortly after tucking in his son – he sat down to read the newspaper.  Pretty soon – he heard: ‘Daddy – I need a drink of water’ 
The father went upstairs and brought the boy a drink of water – and of course a short time later – the boy called out saying that he needed to go to the bathroom.  Repeatedly, the boy kept calling his father to come take care of this or that – he needed his night light turned on – his curtains closed – locating a teddy bear – shutting a closet door 
Finally dad was out of patience and said – ‘no more young man – you are fine – so be quiet – if I hear another peep – I’m going to come and spank you’

Dad returned to his newspaper and it was quiet for a few minutes.  Then the little voice drifted downstairs again: ‘Daddy – when you come up here to spank me – could you bring me another drink of water?’

He knew his dad was faithful!
We should have that kind of confidence in our God 
Abraham had nothing to go on but the bare word of God 

MLJ: ‘There was nothing but the bare word of God.  That is always true of faith, and it is one of its most marvelous characteristics.  There is always this naked element in faith.  It does not ask for proofs, it does not seek them; in a sense it does not need them.  Faith is content with the bare word of God, because He is God.’

We see here a classic illustration of the timing of God – He seemed to make Abraham and Sarah wait until all human means of hope were exhausted and shown to be futile so that the power of God could be fully displayed in the birth of Isaac 

George Mueller: ‘The greater the trial; the sweeter the victory’

II. A Faith like Abraham’s - vv. 23-25

The Abraham account has been recorded for our benefit / instruction – that we might learn about the God who justified Abraham thru faith 

Rom. 15:4 – ‘For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that thru perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.’
That’s why it’s so important to be spend time with these biblical stories in the Scriptures – they are faith building 
Wayne Cordeiro comments on this passage: ‘I have heard young leaders decrying the scarcity of mentors.  But we have been looking in the wrong places, for the greatest mentors will not be found among those currently on earth.  They await us from another gallery.’

‘When the student is ready, the mentors will appear.  These heroes and legends have been expecting you . . . God has given assignment to certain men and women who though dead still speak.  These instructors have been delegated the task and obligation to tutor those who enroll . . . the mentors will lead you to strength, direction and hope even when you come to life’s narrowest and most frightening passages.’  [The Divine Mentor, pp. 9-11]
You have mentors right here in the Scriptures ready to mentor you – but you have to show up for class – pen in hand 

There is a good study acronym that can help you with your devotions – ‘SOAP’

S – study a passage [read it]

O – Observe [make observations – what is this saying?]

A – Application [How can I apply this?]

P – Prayer 

Paul brings us back full circle to the theme of the gospel 
Jesus was handed over by the Father – the Father gave the Son 
The view of atonement that comes thru in the book of Romans is that of Christ paying the penalty for sinful man 

Jesus’ death was a propitiation – satisfying the righteous wrath of God – His death showed that God took sin with full seriousness 

Anselm told people who disagreed with his understanding of the atonement [penal substitutionary understanding] – ‘You have not yet fully weighed the gravity of sin.’

The wages of sin is death 

The gospel is: ‘I deserved hell – Jesus took my hell for me’

The resurrection is proof that God accepted the payment of Jesus for our sins 

He was raised for the sake of our justification = in order to secure our justification

Conclusion 

Can God forgive the sinner? 

He says He will cast our sins as far as the east is from the west – or into the depths of the sea 

Mark Strand tells of an experience that occurred during his first year in college.  His dad and mom had left home for a vacation trip – and Mark wrecked the pick-up truck while they were gone – crumpling the passenger side door.  

Mark decided to simply park the truck and pretend that he didn’t know anything about what had happened. When his dad returned home he asked about the damage and Mark pretended to be surprised and denied any knowledge of the accident.  Mr. Strand then asked one of the hired men who worked on the farm if they knew anything about it – and to Mark’s delight the man told Mr. Strand that he must have been responsible.  He had heard a loud noise while passing the truck with the wings of the cultivator up – and now he assumed he must have caused the damage. 

But the weeks that followed were torturous for Mark – as he struggled with his guilty conscience.  He repeatedly considered telling the truth – but was afraid.  Finally one day he impulsively blurted out – ‘Dad – there’s something I need to tell you’ 

‘Yes?’

‘You know that pickup door?  I was the one who did it’

Dad looked at me.  I looked back at him.  For the first time in weeks I was able to look Him in the eyes as the topic was broached.  To my utter disbelief, Dad calmly replied, ‘I know’

Silent seconds, which seemed like hours, passed.  Then dad said, ‘Let’s go eat.’  He put his arm around my shoulder, and we walked to the house, not saying another word about it.  Not then, not ever.’

Our Father knows what we have done 

He has made a promise to forgive it all – if we trust in the Son 

i.e. – How can we know that the gospel truly saves? 

Simple: We trust the word of a God who cannot lie 
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