The Wrath of God was Satisfied
Romans 3:25-31
Introduction 

William Bennett – served in the administrations of both President Reagan and Bush – in areas of education and drug control  

During the Clinton years – amidst the scandal over Monica Lewinsky – he published a book titled, ‘The death of Outrage’  - NY Times bestseller 
His main thesis was, ‘where is the outrage?’ – over the President’s actions in taking advantage of 21 year old White House intern – then lying about it to federal investigators 
Bennett gave several reasons why Clinton was not ultimately forced to resign from office – but rather maintained high approval ratings throughout the scandal [60 % and higher]
· Many Americans did not care about Clinton’s moral life because the economy was strong or because he accomplished other feats in the political world that they valued highly 

One area where the irony was observed was among feminists – who naturally should have been the first to come to the support of Monica and other women making claims against Clinton – but many of them did not because President Clinton had protected abortion laws for them 

Nina Burleigh – a political writer for Time magazine described her own view: ‘I’d be happy to give him [favors] just to thank him for keeping abortion legal.’  [p. 65]

· People’s expectations of politicians in the realm of character are low to begin with 

· Many assumed that assaults on the President’s character are at least partly politically motivated 

· Other people felt that what the President does in his own private life is his own business 

At any rate - Bennett argued that the whole Clinton presidency ‘provided us with a window onto our times, our moral order, our understanding of citizenship.’  [p. 10] 

How we view sin and depravity says something about us as people / as a nation / as a world 

He is correct in that point 

One thing that is at times overlooked in the message of the gospel and the cross of Jesus Christ is the message of how seriously God takes sin

We usually talk about the love of God / mercy / etc. 

In the cross where Jesus died – bearing the wrath of God upon sin is a message of God’s own outrage

Sin is an outrage to God – so much so that it required the death of His own son to forgive it – to satisfy the just demands of God’s own law 
Let’s say – that an outside observer of God’s universe finds out that God is going to let sinful human beings into His heaven 

There will be some who were formerly murderers / adulterers / thieves / greedy / liars / immoral / wicked / profane / foul-mouthed / etc.   [all true]
One might be inclined to think that God doesn’t really mind such things after all 
Yes – in His law – He says He is holy and must punish sin – but He must not really mean it – look at all these sinners in heaven! 

Then the angel Gabriel steps forward and shows a video clip to this person of how God punished sin in the person of His Son.  In the background a narrator reads the passages of how the Son of Man gave His life a ransom for many / How He bore our sins in His body on the tree / bore the curse of the law / wrath of God satisfied
The outside observer is left not with a weak view of God’s holiness – but a greater estimation of it in the end

The cross vindicates the righteous character of God in displaying not only His love but His holiness, justice, righteousness, and the fact that sin is an outrage to a holy God
I. Propitiation – vv. 25-26

Paul has just finished telling us that God is going to justify or declare righteous those who have faith in Jesus Christ 
This righteousness is bestowed as a gift 

If we didn’t know any more details about the arrangement – we might be inclined to call this a free pass 
God is just sort of winking away or choosing to look the other way in reference to some people’s sins [senile grandpa saying boys will be boys]
Such an action – does not seem quite fitting – coming from a God of holiness and justice and righteousness 

It seems as though God is overthrowing the moral order He has established 

Prov. 17:15 – ‘He who justifies the wicked, and he who condemns the righteous, both of them alike are an abomination to the Lord.’

In our judicial system – we do not want our judges to let the guilty criminal go free / etc.

That’s the basic principle underlying our criminal justice system 

Crime leads to punishment 

I remember back in my college days – I had taken a course on business law – and the professor one week – I think took a little diversion with us 

He asked the class – ‘How many support capital punishment?’ [death penalty] 

Probably 50-60 % of hands went up [including mine]

He proceeded to describe a recent criminal case in great detail from the court testimony of a man who broke into an Omaha woman’s apartment – sexually assaulted her and murdered her 

The details clearly showed the cruelty and callousness of the individual who was convicted of the crime 

He said, ‘now – how many of you are for the death penalty?’

Nearly every hand shot up 

Why?  Our sense of justice - We intuitively know that crime merits punishment – and the greater the crime- the greater the punishment 

Where did we get such ideas? 

The conscience 

The Word of God 

Lev. 24:17-22 – This is justice
We must note: All of our sins are ultimately against God – He is the chief offended party in every act of sin or wickedness 

David [Ps. 51]: ‘against Thee and Thee only have I sinned’

God is the chief offended party - because every sin is a raising of the fist to heaven saying, ‘I don’t care what you say God – I will do my own thing – I defy your authority’ 

Given this state of affairs – and the fact that all are sinners – we can see that we have boxed ourselves into a corner
How can God forgive anyone? 
Even the genuinely repentant / sorrowful / one who seeks forgiveness
This is where the cross comes into the picture 

Paul brings up an important term in v. 25 – propitiation 

This has to do with satisfying the wrath of an offended deity 

Propitiation = that which appeases the wrath of God and obtains His favor 

Some people don’t like this idea of propitiation 

They think it is beneath God – but it flows from our understanding of sin / wrath / justice 

When I was in my band days – we played at some party and my brother had brought an extra guitar along that belonged to someone else – and he left it in the back of a trailer

At the end of the night – the guitar was gone – 3 or $400 guitar 

The person who the guitar belonged to was not happy – maybe some wrath 
He had access to some of my stuff - so he took my mixing board and hid it away for a couple years 

He propitiated himself at my expense
It wasn’t my choice to be the propitiator!!!
Jesus plays the role of propitiator at the cross – It was His choice [Greater love has no man than this . . .]
We shouldn’t see this as loving / merciful Jesus trying to win over the angry Father – they acted together 

It was God who so loved the world that He gave – His love preceded the gift 

The Father and Son acted together 
Christ’s death propitiates the Father – because it satisfies the demands of law and justice on our behalf 

Jesus diverted / absorbed the wrath of God that was directed at us

Is God outraged at our sin? [Absolutely!]

The cross – demonstrates God’s utter hatred of evil and the high cost of our forgiveness 

But now – instead of being seen as condoning sin or giving it a free pass or approving of it in any way - He is both just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus 

Paul mentions the blood of Jesus 

Why use the term, ‘blood’ instead of death 

‘Blood’ brings out the OT sacrificial imagery – which Jesus and the apostles continually used in reference to His death 

God had already established the principle of substitutionary atonement / of blood sacrifice in the OT 

Precedent had already been set – so that the concept was easier to understand

It was part of Jewish religious culture – the Passover – the Day of Atonement 
[think of the Passover Lamb – and the blood brushed onto the door way of Israelites homes]

When we come to the NT – Jesus is pointed to as being the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world 

Heb. 9:22 – ‘Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins’

God had established precedent long ago – that the wages of sin was death 

He had established precedent that failure to keep the law brought condemnation upon men and women 

He had established precedent – that there could be sacrifice made in the place of the repentant sinner 

God had established precedent for the cross [The Lamb of God . . .]
The shed blood of Jesus – has made it so that everyone who comes to God on the basis of faith in His work – is not rejected but accepted 
II. The Implications of the Cross – vv. 27-31
No Boasting
If we are saved thru the substitutionary death of the Lord Jesus – then there is no room for anyone to take any credit for their salvation 
Calvin: ‘Man cannot without sacrilege claim for himself even a crumb of righteousness.’  [Inst. p. 765]
If our works did contribute to our salvation – then we would boast in them – or at least glory in them as having been our contribution 
Grace removes all grounds for boasting 
Gal. 6:14 – ‘But may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ thru which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.’

Fulfilling the Law – vv. 29-31

The Jew might be inclined to be skeptical of any religious system that seems to set aside the law 

Paul affirms that Christianity does not set aside the law – but is actually the fulfillment of it 

It respects / honors the law

Boice: ‘When the Lord Jesus died on the cross for us, he showed that God took the law with full seriousness.’

Jesus in His life and death fulfilled every aspect of the law 

He lived a perfect life according to the law 

Jesus paid sin’s penalty for us – the penalty the law prescribed – death 

Jesus bore the curse of the law 

He Paid it all – there is nothing left for us to pay 
Our obedience flows from gratitude – and from the new nature given us 

Conclusion 
A number of years ago a preacher named Morehouse was walking down the street in a poor part of town and he saw a young boy about 5 or 6 walking out of a store with a pitcher filled with milk.  The little fellow made his way down into the street when he stumbled and fell – the pitcher breaking and the milk spilling all over the street.  

The preacher went over to see if the boy were hurt and to see if he could help him.  The little boy would not be comforted – he kept saying, ‘My mama’s gonna whip me!’

Mr. Morehouse said – ‘well maybe the pitcher isn’t broken in too many pieces – let’s see if we can put it back together again.’  At this the boy stopped crying and he seemed a little hopeful.  The pastor started assembling the pieces and placing the pitcher on the sidewalk – there were one or two failures as the pitcher fell apart again – each time the boy started up his wailing again.  Finally – the entire pitcher was reconstructed – all except the handle – the preacher gave the handle to the little boy who poked it to the place where it belonged and the whole thing fell apart again.  There was no stopping the tears now.  Mr. Morehouse then took the boy to a nearby store and bought a new pitcher – then together they went back to the other store and had it filled with milk.  The pastor then carried the boy in one hand – and the pitcher in the other – and followed the boy’s instructions to his home.  Arriving at the porch – he put the boy down – and gave him the pitcher and said – ‘Now – will your mama whip you?’  - the boy smiled – ‘no sir – cause this is a better pitcher than the one we had before’  

You and I are something like that little boy 

We have broken the pitcher of our lives thru the fall of humanity into sin 

No matter how hard we try to put it all back together – to get ourselves out from under the wrath of God – it’s no good 

We need a new righteousness altogether 

Jesus provides it for us 

He purchased it 

He gives it to those who put their trust in Him 
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