Providence

A couple years ago Christine and I celebrated our wedding anniversary by taking a trip to Mexico.  We had decided we should go in early February when we would appreciate the radical change in weather rather than wait for the official date of our wedding which was in May.  We flew out of Des Moines during one of the coldest periods of the winter where day time temperatures were barely rising above 0 degrees.  We landed in Cancun and took a van South to our hotel in Playa Del Carmen where the temperature was around 85 degrees.  Before we left on the trip, I thought I had better bring along a little reading material.  Providentially I chose to bring along a theological work on the doctrine of Providence by G. C. Berkouwer.  I don’t know if it was the environment I was reading in or the content of the book but ‘The Providence of God’ very quickly made its way into my top 10 favorite reads of all time.
One statement I highlighted early in the book comes from the Heidelberg catechism and sort of sums up the believer’s response to providence: ‘In prosperity, thankfulness and in adversity, patience.’  

In the back of my mind – I thought – ‘I wonder how God is going to have me apply that this week?’

Much of our time there we spent walking up to the nearby shopping area and looking for souvenirs.  Our kids each received a colorful sombrero as a reward for staying in Iowa with Grandma.  We also enjoyed ample time to relax by our hotel pool.  As Christine dozed off while soaking up the sun’s rays and acquiring the coveted winter tan, I began to read some theology, while sipping all the Mexican Pepsi’s my heart desired.  One could hardly envision a more idyllic setting.  I thought to myself, ‘ahh - in prosperity – thankfulness’.
Fast forward to the end of our trip.  Our flight to leave Cancun was scheduled to depart at 1:20 on Monday and be back in Des Moines around 8:00 pm.  We arrived at the airport ready to go around 11am.  As we went to the gate where our plane was, the sign indicated that we were in the boarding mode of operations but that departure time was now estimated at 1:45.  However, as we were standing in line with a mob of people, we all noticed that nobody was boarding at all.
Pretty soon the estimated time of departure changed to 2:00 – then 2:15 – then we were moved to a new gate on the other side of the airport.  We were thinking ‘this is not good’.  Our connecting flight in Chicago was scheduled for 6:45 pm.
The outcome: our plane ended up leaving around 4:15.  We found out that it was due to some water leaking in the cabin from the restrooms where some thoughtless person apparently flushed something they were not supposed to on the previous flight.
We arrived in Chicago and had missed our scheduled flight.  We were told to get on a 9:15 flight – it was about 8:45 now – so we took off on a run thru the Chicago airport.  We were not going to miss this one.  Look out Granny!
We did make the flight – though apparently our luggage did not – because it was not to be seen when we watched all the other bags go around on the conveyor.  It was delivered a few days later.
I think we arrived home around 12:30 pm

The catechism: ‘In prosperity, thankfulness and in adversity, patience!’
I thought to myself – I think I found a way to apply my reading!

Obviously, I would not intend to equate missed flights with some of the trials that believers are struck with of a more severe nature.  I could list a few of my own experiences that have tested my faith to a far greater degree.  However, the biblically derived principle in response to the doctrine of providence is the same for all occasions:

‘In prosperity, thankfulness and in adversity, patience.’  

Ps. 106:1 – ‘Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His lovingkindness is everlasting.’
