More to this Life
Tom Brady, the quarterback for the New England Patriots is a person who, to many would seem to have it all.  He has been praised by Sports Illustrated as being the most gifted player in the NFL.  He is a 3 time Super Bowl Champ who led his team to a perfect regular season record in 2007; a feat accomplished by only one other team in NFL history.  He recently married a supermodel named Giselle Bundchen and together Brady and his bride are worth about $ 87 million per year through salaries and various sponsorships.  At 31 years of age he appears to have it all.  Yet, a little while back in a ‘60 Minutes’ interview Brady shared some interesting thoughts on life.  He said:
‘Why do I have 3 Super Bowl rings and still think there’s something greater out there for me?  I mean, maybe a lot of people would say, ‘Hey man, this is what is.’  I reached my goal, my dream, my life.  Me, I think . . . it’s got to be more than this.  I mean this isn’t, this can’t be what it’s all cracked up to be.’

In other words, Brady seemed to be asking the age old question, ‘Is this all there is to life?’  The interviewer Steve Kroft prodded him further and asked what the answer was he was looking for.  Brady replied: ‘I wish I knew.  I wish I knew.  I love playing football and I love being quarterback for this team.  But at the same time, I think there are a lot of other parts about me that I’m trying to find.’

Such an admission may seem incredible to some, but Brady is actually echoing the thoughts of a very wealthy king in Israel who had it all in his generation.  King Solomon was the wealthiest king to reign in Israel’s history.  It is said that silver was so plentiful in his day that it was not considered valuable [I King 10:21].  Add to that his vast array of building projects including the temple, the palace, gardens and vineyards with fruit trees and ponds to water them with.  He expanded Israel’s trade bringing a wide variety of imports into the nation.  He also enjoyed the best entertainment available at the time with live singers putting on shows for him.  He contracted multiple foreign alliances which brought him into marriage relationships with numerous royal beauties from around the world.  All the while, Solomon sat atop a world renowned kingdom of peace and prosperity.  
Solomon had it all, or at least all that this world had to offer.  One day he stepped back, reflected and spoke these amazing words, ‘Vanity of vanities – all is vanity.’  [Ecclesiastes 1:2]  Solomon saw all that he had come to possess and accomplish in this world as grasping at the wind - an empty pursuit.  What Tom Brady and King Solomon both found is that one really could have all this world has to offer and find it to be less than satisfying or ‘not what it’s cracked up to be’.  That is because we were made for something greater than what this world can fill us with.  Tom Brady is right, there is something greater out there for him and for all of us.  We were made for something greater than Super Bowl rings and super models and having enough money to own an island in the Pacific.  We were made for God.  He alone can satisfy the eternal thirst of the soul.  
Blaise Pascal expressed this truth with these words, ‘There is a heart shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God the Creator, made known through Jesus.’  Saint Augustine as well put it this way: ‘Our hearts are restless ‘til they find their rest in Thee.’  
In the heart of every human being is the restless yearning for something more.  That thirst is answered in Jesus Christ.  He is the one who said, ‘If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.’  [John 7:37]  What our soul craves is the life giving, soul satisfying, living water that comes only from the fount of God.  The Psalmist expressed this truth when he sang, ‘As the deer pants for the water brooks, so my soul pants for Thee O God.’  [Ps. 42:1]  

While most of us are not likely to attain the level of worldly accomplishment achieved by the Tom Brady’s or the Solomon’s of the world we should listen to what they have to say to us from their unique vantage point.  They remind us to put aside the silly notion that the things of this world will satisfy; that satisfaction will be attained through one more purchase, one more worldly achievement, one more worldly victory.  Only God can satisfy our deepest longings.  In His presence is fullness of joy [Ps. 16:11].  In Him our restless souls find repose.

