Lessons from Football
Well, another year of college football has come and gone.  Fans have been faithfully following their favorite team with the hope of a bowl berth, conference championship or for the elite few a shot at the national title.
I have always been impressed at the number of spiritual lessons that can be found from the sport of football.  For example, if your team loses, you can find consolation in the fact that there are more important things in life than football.  As a Nebraska fan I have found this lesson to be particularly useful over the last few seasons.  Another lesson I was once reminded of has to do with following the crowd.  Let me explain.
It was a beautiful fall Saturday when a couple of buddies and I made the trek over to Lincoln to absorb the sights, sounds, and atmosphere of a Nebraska football game.  As we neared our destination I explained how Memorial stadium has no single parking area for game attendees.  Because of that, people park all over the downtown area and then walk over to the stadium.  Since I was the Lincoln native I got to direct us to a parking spot.  We pulled up on a street that had one spot left in a rather long row of cars.  There was however, one minor question about the spot.  It had a parking meter in front of it with a 2 hour limit.  I told our driver we need not worry about it – the meters don’t run on Saturdays – at least they never did when I lived here.  So, we looked the meter over.  It said nothing about Saturdays being a free day.  Our decision to keep our spot came more easily when I pointed out a long row of cars parked along our street, each with a meter, and pretty much all of them expired.  I said, ‘Look at all these cars – these are all game cars – we’ll be fine.’  
As you probably guessed, we came back after the game and returned to find a whole row of cars each with their own little orange parking ticket on the windshield.  Now, the ticket was no big deal and in fact, had a waiver clause for visitors to the city, but I couldn’t help but think there was a spiritual lesson in there somewhere – you know – something about following the crowd.
The presence of so many cars already in the situation we were pondering gave the impression that we were fine.  After all, could all these drivers be unconcerned about getting a parking ticket?  Perhaps they were – I don’t know.  Or perhaps they were just taking their chances.  

In life, we often take chances based upon what other people do.  Of course, our mothers were always quick to point out the dangers of following the crowd.  You remember, ‘Mother – can I go to this rock concert?  Everybody else is going.’ Mother responds: ‘If everyone else were jumping off a cliff – would you join them?’  ‘I guess not.’  
The stakes are raised on such decisions when one talks about spiritual realities.  Some people feel more comfortable ignoring God in their lives if they have managed to gather a circle of friends around them who also ignore God.  Immorality, drunkenness, and greed somehow don’t seem as ‘evil’ when done in a crowd.  Divorce – well it’s becoming more common – maybe it’s not such a bad thing?  Lying, stealing, swearing – it happens everyday.  Scripture warns us not to be deceived; the actions of others are no safe measure of wise or safe conduct in this world.  In fact, the Apostle Paul once told us, ‘Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what the will of God is – that which is good and acceptable and perfect.’  [Rom. 12:2] 

In other words, the great Apostle told us it’s not really safe to follow the crowd when it comes to spiritual matters.  The only one we are to follow is Jesus.  He is the one who said, ‘I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.’  [John 8:12]
