Intelligent Design
American astronauts, Anders, Lovell and Borman were the first human beings to see the far side of the moon during the space mission of Apollo 8.  While orbiting the lunar body they took the opportunity to read the biblical creation account recorded in the book of Genesis to a live television audience as the earth rose over the horizon of the moon.  They understood that the majestic sight they were witnessing was God’s handiwork.  Contrast them with the Russian cosmonauts who went into space and declared that they did not see God out there.  Pastor W. A. Criswell liked to remark that they would have seen God had they stepped outside of their space suits!
The book of Genesis emphatically declares that our universe was created by God.  The first verse of the Bible is certainly one of the most familiar as well as one that sparks controversy in today’s academic settings.  The verse unequivocally declares that ‘in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.’  Not surprisingly, many Christians down through the centuries have found profound meaning in the truth that man is the result of a purposeful act of a Creator God.  
While the vast majority of Americans believe in some kind of deity being the ultimate cause behind our existence, many in academia argue for a different picture.  Stephen Jay Gould, the Harvard paleontologist wrote these words not long ago on the existence of man: ‘We are here because one odd group of fishes had a peculiar fin anatomy that could transform into legs for terrestrial creatures; because comets struck the earth and wiped out dinosaurs, thereby giving mammals a chance not otherwise available (so thank your lucky stars in a literal sense); because the earth never froze entirely during an ice age; because a small and tenuous species, arising in Africa a quarter of a million years ago, has managed, so far, to survive by hook and by crook.  We may yearn for a higher answer- but none exists.’
In other words, he believed that there is ultimately no reason or purpose for the existence of life or of mankind.  We are simply the product of chance.  Does life have any meaning?  No, it does not.  We may yearn for a higher answer, but, alas, none exists.
Of course, he stands in contrast to a number of professionals who belong to what has been called the Intelligent Design movement.  This body of scholars argues that the universe and life reveal too much evidence of design and specificity to have been the result of random, blind forces.  Albert Einstein believed that the universe was no accident.  He once said: ‘the harmony of natural law reveals an intelligence of such superiority that all the systematic thinking of human beings is utterly insignificant.’

Discover magazine in a 2002 article titled, “Why is there Life?” said about the existence of our universe: ‘The universe is unlikely.  Very unlikely.  Deeply, shockingly unlikely.’  Intelligent Design advocates build upon the ‘unlikeliness’ of our world and point to a number of factors in the universe that reveal a certain fine tuning and calibration indicating the actions of a purposeful and rational Creator.  For example, they refer to the fact that the earth happens to be just the right distance from the sun to have a temperature range suitable for life.  In addition, planet earth happens to have just the right combination and percentages of gases such as oxygen, carbon dioxide and nitrogen suitable to sustain life.  The mass of the earth is the exact size to produce the narrow parameter of surface gravity needed to support biological growth.  Even the rotation period of earth [24 hours] falls within the narrow spectrum needed.  A shorter rotation period or faster rotation of the earth would produce wind velocities that would prevent the atmospheric stability needed for life.  Numerous other factors combine to produce the accumulative effect of telling us that somebody designed this planet to live on.

Theologian Millard Erickson summarizes what is often referred to as the teleological argument for the existence of God.  He writes: “if we were to find a watch lying on the sand, we would immediately recognize it as a watch, for all of its parts are ideally suited to the purpose of recording and displaying the time.  We would certainly not say, ‘what an amazing coincidence!’  We would recognize that some able person must have planned and brought about the amazing way in which each part fits in with the other parts.  Similarly the way in which each part of nature meshes so well with every other part, and the striking fashion in which various components of the whole seem adapted to the fulfillment of certain functions, cannot be dismissed as a ‘fortuitous concatenation of circumstances’ [luck].  Someone must have designed and constructed digestive systems, eyes, properly balanced atmospheres, and much else in our world.  All of this argues for the existence of a supreme designer, a wise and capable creator.”  

For me personally, I find the evidence for God rather compelling and rational, but I also recognize that the decision to believe in God is ultimately a matter of faith.  I would argue, however, that it takes more faith to believe that ‘we are here because one odd group of fishes had a peculiar fin anatomy that could transform into legs for terrestrial creatures.’  To adopt the position of the atheistic evolutionist one must believe that living, rational creatures such as man are ultimately the product of non-living, non-rational forces that did not have him in mind.  Christian apologist Clark Pinnock once wrote, ‘A stream does not rise higher than its source.  It is not reasonable to believe that there are effects such as personality, morality, freedom, and intelligence in the world which were not present in the cause of it.’  
The existence of our universe points to a Designer; One of incredible power and wisdom. And He has revealed Himself to us through the creation, the Bible and through His Son Jesus Christ.
