God’s Amazing View

When we come to the Bible we are reminded that our God sees all, hears all, and knows all.  There is no creature hidden from his sight, but all things are open and laid bare before Him [Heb. 4:13].  Now, depending upon one’s perspective this reality can either be a positive or a negative thing.  If you are facing a trial or difficulty in your life, this truth can be a great comfort to you to know that your Father is watching and fully aware of what circumstances you might be facing.  When you go to Him in prayer He does not need all the details.  He is abreast of the situation and because of that He knows what you need better than you yourself do.  On the other hand, if we are living out of fellowship with God venturing out into areas of sin, we usually don’t want our Father to be watching.  We foolishly try to tell God to go away for now or let us be in our errant ways.  The knowledge that He is watching is a little theological detail that we would rather forget at the moment.  However, sin, no matter what the short term delight it offers, ultimately brings consequences that are negative and at times painful.  Our Father loves us too much to overlook our need for discipline when we go astray [Heb. 12:5-11].  It is because ‘the eyes of the Lord are in every place’ [Prov. 15:3], that God is able to bring the correction that is needed into our lives.
I remember on one occasion being back in my hometown of Lincoln and I was making my regular visit to the used book store.  While heading downtown I stopped at a Burger King across the street from the State Penitentiary.  After I had pulled into the parking lot and got out of my vehicle I heard a voice over a loud speaker system.  The voice said: ‘You there in the white van’.  I was completely taken by surprise.  Is someone speaking to me?  Why?  Where is this voice coming from?  As I was looking around the voice continued, ‘You lost a hubcap in the street’.  Then I realized that it was one of the guards in the guard tower at the prison who from his high vantage point not only had a great view of the prison yard but of me driving into Burger King!  I went out and retrieved my hub cap and gave a wave to the guard for his helpfulness.  
I think we ought to view God with His penetrating oversight of our lives in a similar way.  From His vantage point He sees things we do not see.  He knows things we do not know.  And because of this, when He speaks to us, we need to listen.  Like the man in the guard tower, Our God tells us things that are helpful and useful.  When He tells husbands to love their wives and wives to respect their husbands, He is telling us something incredibly helpful for living in this world.  He also tells us not to forsake church fellowship [Heb. 10:24].  Maybe you haven’t been to a church service for quite a while.  Perhaps God is speaking to you today and saying, ‘you there, you’re neglecting something of great importance.’

Of course, we can always ignore the voice of God.  I could’ve ignored the voice of the prison guard [although not likely!], but I would’ve lost my hubcap and needed to replace it for $50.  However, when we ignore God’s voice, the cost is usually higher and it’s not generally in terms of dollars and cents.  
