Boundaries

A rancher once warned people against trespassing on his property.  However, he didn’t use the conventional ‘No Trespassing’ sign.  Rather, the sign on his fence said: ‘If you cross this field – you better do it in 9.8 seconds.  The bull can do it in ten!’

The rancher’s sign was his little way of saying there is danger awaiting you if you cross over this boundary.
I recall hearing last summer about a 17 year old who lost his life at a Six Flags Amusement park in Atlanta.   The teen had ridden on the Bat Man roller coaster ride and lost his hat during the ride.  He later went into a restricted area to retrieve his hat.  While there he was struck by the roller coaster which moves at speeds up to 50 mph and was fatally injured as a result.  Park officials said the boy had to scale two fences posted with multiple warnings to be where the injury occurred.
Our world is filled with boundaries.  In fact, as parents, we set boundaries for our children all the time.  For the most part, our rules are for the purpose of protecting them from harm or danger.  We say things like, ‘Stay away from the barbecue grill right now’.  ‘Don’t ride your tricycle into the street.’  For the children, these rules may seem unnecessary and to be something of a limitation keeping them from achieving the maximum level of fun they could be enjoying if mom or dad weren’t so bossy.  However, mom and dad know what is best and stick with the rules anyway.  Our instruction is for their good whether they recognize it or not at the time.
There is a similar principle at work when we consider the commands God has given to His children.  We are sometimes tempted to view them as restrictive or as a limitation upon our achieving maximum ‘joy’ in this world.  Yet, the reality is that the Father knows what is best for His children and all of the boundaries which He establishes are given not to decrease our joy in this world but to enhance it.  
G. K. Chesterton once said that before removing a fence one should always inquire as to why it was put there in the first place.  Man seems to constantly want to pull down God’s fences with his practices.  It may be the choice of a couple to shack up together before marriage or the homosexual agenda in trying to redefine marriage, the booming business of porn, the continual slaughter of the unborn through abortion, the ethics of greed in corporate America – God’s fences are being uprooted and tossed aside with little discretion at all.  Society is crossing boundaries into dangerous and restricted areas clearly marked with warning signs while the bull is kicking up dust on the other end of the field.  
Of course, the Bible is not only filled with warnings to boundary crossers but it also holds out hope to individuals willing to see the error of their ways.  In fact, Jesus came to die for boundary crossers and to call them to repentance.  He knew that people who live their lives in defiance of God’s boundaries would eventually grow weary and bruised from the experiment and so He called out, ‘Come unto Me all who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest; take My yoke upon you and learn from Me.’ The repentant sinner who responded to the invitation of the Savior always found arms open wide and ready to receive.  The Savior who uttered words of forgiveness would then tell them to go and sin no more.  After all, the boundaries are for our good.
