‘Against The Flow’

A couple weeks ago our family took a trip up to Storm Lake, IA and spent a night at King’s Point hotel.  We chose the hotel because of its indoor water park and we wanted to give the kids a fun time in celebration of Jacob’s birthday.  While there I got to serve as raft puller, slide buddy and whatever else was needed to keep the kids going in the water.  At one point I was pulling Joshua on a raft around the mini lazy river and it felt as if there was actually no current to the river at all.  It seemed as though I was the only force at work making the raft move.  Well, I decided to try a little test to see what this river was made of.  I switched directions 180 degrees and began pulling the opposite way.   As I began this route I quickly realized that there was a current after all and now I was going against it!  

I think life is a little bit like the lazy river.  If we go along with the crowd and do whatever the crowd does we feel like we are making our own decisions.  The current of the world is so subtle that we hardly detect it and fail to realize that we are being caught up in it.  We buy what the world buys, wear what the world wears, party with the world, move in and out of marriages like the world, etc.   It is extremely easy to float along with the subtle current.  However, the minute we take steps to go in the opposite direction we feel the pressure of the current and it reminds us that this direction will not be an easy one.  However, that is exactly what the Christian is called to do.  

The Apostle Paul wrote, 

‘Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good, acceptable and perfect.’  [Rom. 12:2]   

The 19th century London preacher Charles Spurgeon expressed it this way:

‘Any dead fish can float down stream.  It takes a living fish to swim against the current.’  

What all this means is that when we take steps to live our lives contrary to the subtle current of the world we will feel resistance, but we will also be giving evidence of spiritual life.  When you refuse to swear with ‘the boys’ or get drunk after work with the gang, you will feel a subtle pull in the opposite direction.  When you make attending church a priority in your life and decide to support a needy missionary rather than buying the new t.v. – again, there will be pressure to get back in line.  When you make a commitment to marriage and family there will always be those who question your priorities.  However, we should not be afraid to be different.  To go against the current is simply what spiritual life looks like.

