‘A Solid Foundation’

January 17, 1994.  I still remember the day quite vividly.  My wife Christine and I were living in Northridge, California when a 6.7 earthquake struck the area.  We had just moved from Nebraska so I could attend seminary in the San Fernando Valley area and had only been there for 5 months when we found ourselves being jostled out of bed at 4:31 am.  After the initial shaking stopped we noticed a few changes had taken place in our apartment.  Furniture had been tipped over.  All of the contents of the refrigerator were now out on the kitchen floor.  Dishes from the cupboard were shattered and lying on the ground in so many pieces.  Our landlord came by to make sure we could get out of our apartment and told us that we should leave the building.  So we evacuated and sat across the street in a parking lot with other tenants as we tried to assess the damage.  While sitting there in the dirt, I recall the surreal feeling of having the ground shifting underneath me as the aftershocks began to come.  

As the sun came up we were able to get a better picture of what had occurred.  We looked up the street and noticed an apartment complex that had collapsed from a 3 story to a 2 story during the initial quake.  Rescue crews were on the scene but it did not look good.  Details later emerged that 17 people lost their lives in that building because of the structural collapse.  Later investigations into the reason for the collapse revealed that contractors had cut corners and violated certain building code guidelines.  Their negligence turned out to be fatal for some of the tenants living there.  

I always think of that apartment building and the contractors who ignored code when I read these words of Jesus in Matthew 7:24-27.

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock.  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.  And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand.  And the rain descended and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, and great was its fall.”

Jesus reminds us that we all our building our lives on something.  We can either build our lives upon the rock of God’s Word or on the shifting sand of worldly and popular opinion.  Only one method will result in stability – the other in disaster.

When I think of the contractors who chose to ignore building codes I am reminded of the proverb: ‘There is a way which seems right to a man but its end is the way of death.’  [Prov. 14:12]

However, there is a better way offered to us when we heed God’s Word.  To build our lives upon God’s Word means that we accept God’s grace given to us through the cross of Jesus Christ.  We extend forgiveness and grace to others.  We find joy in doing what is right and pleasing to God.  We become patient and persevering in the challenges that face us in this world.  We display kindness and gentleness in our interactions with others.  We exercise self-control against temptations of the flesh [see Gal. 5:22-23 for a full list of the fruits of the Spirit].  

In the end, the one who builds their life on the Word of God will find that they possess a peace and a stability that can be found no where else.  They will find that the materials they used to build their life will be able to weather the storms and trials that come in this life.  They will be like the wise master builder who built his house upon the rock.

