5 Reasons to be Baptized
Occasionally I run into a professing Christian who wonders if they should get baptized.  The thinking runs that since baptism is not necessary for salvation – why should they bother with it.  While I would agree that baptism is an ordinance and does not save - the Scriptures give us numerous reasons why every Christian should be baptized.  Let me give just 5 here:
1. Baptism is a matter of Discipleship 

Matt. 28:19, 20 – ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’

Jesus instructed the early apostles to go and make disciples.  Part of making disciples includes the act of baptizing.  If we claim to be disciples of Jesus we should be baptized. 
2. Baptism is a matter of obedience to Christ

Charles Spurgeon: ‘Reason may question the usefulness of baptism – but faith embraces it because Jesus gave it to us.’

Why go thru this ritual ordinance?  

Answer: Because Jesus said to.  [See Matt. 28:19-20]

Similar instruction and practice is carried out in the book of Acts by the apostles.

Acts 2:38 – ‘And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins’

Spurgeon: ‘If my Master had told me to pick up six stones and lay them in a row I would do it, without demanding of Him, ‘What good will it do?’ . . . The very simplicity and apparent uselessness of the ordinance should make the believer say, ‘Therefore I do it because it becomes the better test to me of my obedience to my Master.’  When you tell your servant to do something and he cannot comprehend it, if he turns round and says, ‘Please sir – what for?’  You are quite clear that he hardly understands the relationship between master and servant.  So when God tells me to do a thing, if I say, “What for?”  I cannot have taken the place which Faith ought to occupy, which is simple obedience to whatever the Lord hath said.  Baptism is commanded and faith obeys because it is commanded and thus takes her proper place.’  [MTP 10, p. 327]
3. Baptism pictures the Gospel 

Baptism is one of two ordinances given to the church.  In every ordinance there is a symbolic picture of gospel truth.  

The Lord’s Supper portrays the fact that Christ gave His body up for us.  He died for sinners.  Baptism pictures the believer going thru the experience of death, burial and resurrection with Christ who they are united to by faith. [Rom. 6:3, 4]
As one participates in the ordinances of the church they reflect their inward belief in the spiritual truths portrayed outwardly thru the ordinance. 

4. Baptism is an outward, visible, declaration of faith and identifies one publicly as a member of the body of Christ
Rom. 10:9, 10 – ‘If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead – you shall be saved.’

To be baptized openly or publicly is a way of acknowledging before others that we profess Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  This is why we include a testimony time during the baptism service.  This allows the person being baptized to vocally express their faith in Christ as Lord and Savior.  There are examples from early church history that Christians often would recite the Apostle’s Creed at the time of their baptism.  [I believe in God the Father, maker of heaven and earth and in Jesus Christ His only Son . . .]
Timothy George: ‘Baptism is not only the solemn profession of a redeemed sinner, our “appeal to God for a clear conscience,” as the NT puts it [I Peter 3:21]; it is also a sacred and serious act of incorporation into the visible community of faith.’  [Believer’s Baptism, p. xvii]
Michael Green: ‘[Baptism] is the badge of membership in the Christian church.  This is not always obvious in traditionally Christian lands where there is a lot of nominalism, where baptism is the socially acceptable thing, and where it is often performed in semi-private.  But we get much nearer to the meaning of baptism when we go into a Jewish or Muslim society, and see what baptism means there.  It is extremely costly, and often involves the expulsion of a newly baptized person from home and country.  Sometimes the family holds a funeral service, to show that the baptized person no longer belongs to them in any way.  He is to all intents and purposes, dead.  This extreme reaction does not take place if the person is a covert [or secret] believer, but only if he or she is baptized.  For baptism is rightly seen to be the point of no return.  It is the definitive mark of leaving the old life and following Christ.’  [Baptism, pp. 51, 52]
5. New Testament Example 

The normal experience of the NT Christian was to be baptized in water after believing the message proclaimed about Christ or in conjunction with that act of faith. 
See Acts 2:38-41 / Acts 10:34-48 / Acts 16:31-33 / Acts 22:16
Conclusion

As one can see – these reasons are hardly minor issues when it comes to the life of faith.  The ordinance of baptism is a beautiful and sacred ordinance which all Christians should hold in high regard and faithfully esteem the important symbolic function of this rite as it has been given to the church by her Lord.
